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The Iliad, Homer's epic tale of the abduction of Helen and the decade-long Trojan War, has fascinated
mankind for millennia. Even today, the war inspires countless articles and books, extensive archaeological
excavations, movies, television documentaries, even souvenirs and collectibles. But while the ancients
themselves believed that the Trojan War took place, scholars of the modern era have sometimes derided it as
a piece of fiction.

Combining archaeological data and textual analysis of ancient documents, this Very Short Introduction
considers whether or not the war actually took place and whether archaeologists have really discovered the
site of ancient Troy. To answer these questions, archaeologist and ancient historian Eric H. Cline examines
various written sources, including the works of Homer, the Epic Cycle (fragments from other, now-lost
Greek epics), classical plays, and Virgil's Aeneid. Throughout, the author tests the literary claims against the
best modern archaeological evidence, showing for instance that Homer, who lived in the Iron Age, for the
most part depicted Bronze Age warfare with accuracy. Cline also tells the engaging story of the
archaeologists--Heinrich Schliemann and his successors Wilhelm D?rpfeld, Carl Blegen, and Manfred
Korfmann--who found the long-vanished site of Troy through excavations at Hisarlik, Turkey.

Drawing on evidence found at Hisarlik and elsewhere, Cline concludes that a war or wars in the vicinity of
Troy probably did take place during the Late Bronze Age, forming the nucleus of a story that was handed
down orally for centuries until put into final form by Homer. But Cline suggests that, even allowing that a
Trojan War took place, it probably was not fought because of Helen's abduction, though such an incident
may have provided the justification for a war actually fought for more compelling economic and political
motives.

About the Series:
Oxford's Very Short Introductions series offers concise and original introductions to a wide range of
subjects--from Islam to Sociology, Politics to Classics, Literary Theory to History, and Archaeology to the
Bible. Not simply a textbook of definitions, each volume in this series provides trenchant and provocative--
yet always balanced and complete--discussions of the central issues in a given discipline or field. Every Very
Short Introduction gives a readable evolution of the subject in question, demonstrating how the subject has
developed and how it has influenced society. Eventually, the series will encompass every major academic
discipline, offering all students an accessible and abundant reference library. Whatever the area of study that
one deems important or appealing, whatever the topic that fascinates the general reader, the Very Short
Introductions series has a handy and affordable guide that will likely prove indispensable.
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From reader reviews:

Dale Perez:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find e-book that
need more time to be read. The Trojan War: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can be
your answer since it can be read by an individual who have those short spare time problems.

Diana Ham:

The book untitled The Trojan War: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) contain a lot of
information on the idea. The writer explains your ex idea with easy method. The language is very simple to
implement all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was compiled by
famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of time of literary works. It is possible to read
this book because you can read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book throughout
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site as well as order it.
Have a nice examine.

Carol Jackson:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book The Trojan War: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Trojan War:
A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until
youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on
there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and relax. Try
to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading in which.

John Dinwiddie:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library or to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and
also can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As
we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Trojan War: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) can make you sense more interested to read.
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