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Is the performance of western democracies in decline? Which countries show the best performance? Do
institutions matter for political performance? This book offers a comprehensive analysis of twenty-one
OECD countries by systematically examining all major domestic policy areas - domestic security policy,
economic policy, social policy, and environmental policy - and using outcome indicators. The quality of
democracy is assessed both at the level of the four policy
areas and at a general level encompassing all policy areas. The question of trade-offs between policy areas is
studied in an unprecedented way and, for the first time, national types of policy patterns are identified.

The findings of this book confront widely-held assumptions about the performance of democracies. Western
democracies as a whole did not converge at a lower level of performance, and trade-offs between different
policy areas did not increase. The question 'do institutions matter?' can only partially be answered in the
affirmative. Political institutions do matter, but formal and informal institutions cause different effects and
both matter only sometimes and to a limited degree.

The Performance of Democracies is a book with significant theoretical implications. It stresses that the effect
of institutions is more complicated than most of the neo-institutionalist approaches assume. No clear
predictions can be made on the basis of institutional factors. Consequently, it does not support the
established assertion that fundamental political problems can simply be resolved through institutional
reforms of liberal democracies.

Comparative Politics os a series for students and teachers of political science that deals with contemporary
government and politics. The General Editors are Max Kaase, Professor of Political Science, Vice President
and Dean, School of Humanities and Social Science, International University Bremen, Germany; and
Kenneth Newton, Professor of Comparitive Politics, University of Southampton. The series is produced in
association with the European Consortium for Political
Research.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Harp:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important normally. The book The Performance of Democracies: Political Institutions
and Public Policy (Comparative Politics) seemed to be making you to know about other understanding and
of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The publication The Performance of
Democracies: Political Institutions and Public Policy (Comparative Politics) is not only giving you much
more new information but also to become your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your
personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with the book The Performance of
Democracies: Political Institutions and Public Policy (Comparative Politics). You never really feel lose out
for everything in case you read some books.

Mary Olive:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous
ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to
other individuals. When you read this The Performance of Democracies: Political Institutions and Public
Policy (Comparative Politics), you could tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours reserve. Your
knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a book.

Herman Pruitt:

The publication untitled The Performance of Democracies: Political Institutions and Public Policy
(Comparative Politics) is the publication that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the
publication content that will be shown to a person. The language that creator use to explained their way of
doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of study when write the book,
therefore the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of The
Performance of Democracies: Political Institutions and Public Policy (Comparative Politics) from the
publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Barry Altman:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly
book entitled The Performance of Democracies: Political Institutions and Public Policy (Comparative
Politics) your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unfamiliar
for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a e-book then become one



application form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get prior to. The The Performance of
Democracies: Political Institutions and Public Policy (Comparative Politics) giving you yet another
experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful information for your better life in
this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will be pleased when
you are finished studying it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare
time activity?
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