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In Sentimental Materialism Lori Merish considers the intricate relationship between consumption and
womanhood in the late eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. Taking as her starting point a diversity of
cultural artifacts—from domestic fiction and philosophical treatises to advice literature and cigars—Merish
explores the symbolic functions they served and finds that consumption evolved into a form of personal
expressiveness that indicated not only a woman’s wealth and taste but also her race, class, morality, and civic
values. The discursive production of this new subjectivity—the feminine consumer—was remarkably
influential, helping to shape American capitalism, culture, and nation building.

The phenomenon of female consumption was capitalism’s complement to male production: It created what
Merish calls the “Other Protestant Ethic,”a feminine and sentimental counterpart to Max Weber’s ethic of
hard work, economic rationality, and self-control. In addition, driven by the culture’s effort to civilize the
“cannibalistic” practices of ethnic, class, and national otherness, appropriate female consumerism, marked by
taste and refinement, identified certain women and their families as proper citizens of the United States. The
public nature of consumption, however, had curiously conflicting effects: While the achievement of cultured
material circumstances facilitated women’s civic agency, it also reinforced stereotypes of domestic
womanhood.

Sentimental Materialism’s inquiry into middle-class consumption and accompanying ideals of womanhood
will appeal to readers in a variety of disciplines, including American studies, cultural studies, feminist
theory, and cultural history.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Doyle:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people have
do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a
while is reading. Sure, by reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than
other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular Sentimental
Materialism: Gender, Commodity Culture, and Nineteenth-Century American Literature (New Americanists)
book as starter and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Christopher Hardnett:

Here thing why this Sentimental Materialism: Gender, Commodity Culture, and Nineteenth-Century
American Literature (New Americanists) are different and reputable to be yours. First of all examining a
book is good but it depends in the content from it which is the content is as delightful as food or not.
Sentimental Materialism: Gender, Commodity Culture, and Nineteenth-Century American Literature (New
Americanists) giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there
is no guide that similar with Sentimental Materialism: Gender, Commodity Culture, and Nineteenth-Century
American Literature (New Americanists). It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your
current eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. It is
easy to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your means home by train. For anyone who is
having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Sentimental Materialism: Gender,
Commodity Culture, and Nineteenth-Century American Literature (New Americanists) in e-book can be
your choice.

Enrique Boggs:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
or to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or real
their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and also can't
see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Sentimental Materialism: Gender, Commodity Culture, and Nineteenth-
Century American Literature (New Americanists) can make you really feel more interested to read.

Timothy Pace:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of news. On this



modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying
to find the Sentimental Materialism: Gender, Commodity Culture, and Nineteenth-Century American
Literature (New Americanists) when you required it?
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