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Kristen Block examines the entangled histories of Spain and England in the Caribbean during the long
seventeenth century, focusing on colonialism’s two main goals: the search for profit and the call to Christian
dominance.Using the stories of ordinary people, Block illustrates how engaging with the powerful rhetoric
and rituals of Christianity was central to survival. Isobel Criolla was a runaway slave in Cartagena who
successfully lobbied the Spanish governor not to return her to an abusive mistress. Nicolas Burundel was a
French Calvinist who served as henchman to the Spanish governor of Jamaica before his arrest by the
Inquisition for heresy. Henry Whistler was an English sailor sent to the Caribbean under Oliver Cromwell’s
plan for holy war against Catholic Spain. Yaff and Nell were slaves who served a Quaker plantation owner,
Lewis Morris, in Barbados. Seen from their on-the-ground perspective, the development of modern
capitalism, race, and Christianity emerges as a story of negotiation, contingency, humanity, and the quest for
community.

Ordinary Lives in the Early Caribbean works in both a comparative and an integrative Atlantic world frame,
drawing on archival sources from Spain, England, Barbados, Colombia, and the United States. It pushes the
boundaries of how historians read silences in the archive, asking difficult questions about how self-
censorship, anxiety, and shame have shaped the historical record. The book also encourages readers to
expand their concept of religious history beyond a focus on theology, ideals, and pious exemplars to examine
the communal efforts of pirates, smugglers, slaves, and adventurers who together shaped the Caribbean’s
emerging moral economy.
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From reader reviews:

Albert Parks:

The book Ordinary Lives in the Early Caribbean: Religion, Colonial Competition, and the Politics of Profit
(Early American Places Ser.) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable far
more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem together with
your subject. If you can make reading a book Ordinary Lives in the Early Caribbean: Religion, Colonial
Competition, and the Politics of Profit (Early American Places Ser.) for being your habit, you can get
considerably more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all
subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like wide open and read a e-book Ordinary Lives in the
Early Caribbean: Religion, Colonial Competition, and the Politics of Profit (Early American Places Ser.).
Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think
about this e-book?

Evelyn Looney:

The actual book Ordinary Lives in the Early Caribbean: Religion, Colonial Competition, and the Politics of
Profit (Early American Places Ser.) will bring that you the new experience of reading any book. The author
style to explain the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to see, this book very
acceptable to you. The book Ordinary Lives in the Early Caribbean: Religion, Colonial Competition, and the
Politics of Profit (Early American Places Ser.) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-
book from the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Delores Keener:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book means, more simple and reachable. This particular Ordinary Lives in the Early Caribbean: Religion,
Colonial Competition, and the Politics of Profit (Early American Places Ser.) can give you a lot of buddies
because by you looking at this one book you have issue that they don't and make a person more like an
interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you
information that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great
individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have Ordinary Lives in the Early Caribbean: Religion, Colonial
Competition, and the Politics of Profit (Early American Places Ser.).

Heather Killen:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know that
little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book. Many



kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims Ordinary Lives in the
Early Caribbean: Religion, Colonial Competition, and the Politics of Profit (Early American Places Ser.).
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