
Nature's Government: Science, Imperial Britain,
and the "Improvement" of the World

Professor Richard Drayton, Richard Drayton

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0300059760
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0300059760
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0300059760


Nature's Government: Science, Imperial Britain, and the
"Improvement" of the World

Professor Richard Drayton, Richard Drayton

Nature's Government: Science, Imperial Britain, and the "Improvement" of the World Professor
Richard Drayton, Richard Drayton
'Nature's Government' is a daring attempt to juxtapose the histories of Britain, western science, and
imperialism. It shows how colonial expansion, from the age of Alexander the Great to the twentieth century,
led to complex kinds of knowledge. Science, and botany in particular, was fed by information culled from
the exploration of the globe. At the same time science was useful to imperialism: it guided the exploitation of
exotic environments and made conquest seem necessary, legitimate, and beneficial. Drayton traces the
history of this idea of 'improvement' from its Christian agrarian origins in the sixteenth century to its
inclusion in theories of enlightened despotism. It was as providers of legitimacy, as much as of universal
knowledge, aesthetic perfection, and agricultural plenty, he argues, that botanic gardens became instruments
of government, first in Continental Europe, and by the late eighteenth century, in Britain and the British
Empire. At the Royal Botanic Gardens at Kew, the rise of which throughout the nineteenth century is a
central theme of this book, a pioneering scientific institution was added to a spectacular ornamental garden.
At Kew, 'improving' the world became a potent argument for both the patronage of science at home and
Britain's prerogatives abroad. 'Nature's Government' provides a portrait of how the ambitions of the
Enlightenment shaped the great age of British power, and how empire changed the British experience and the
modern world. Richard Drayton was born in the Caribbean and educated at Harvard, Oxford, and Yale. A
former Fellow of St. Catharine's College, Cambridge, and Lincoln College, Oxford, he has also been
Associate Professor of History at the University of Virginia.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin House:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than other is
high. For you who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific Nature's Government:
Science, Imperial Britain, and the "Improvement" of the World book as beginner and daily reading guide.
Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Marilyn Vance:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine the story
how the characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When you
read this Nature's Government: Science, Imperial Britain, and the "Improvement" of the World, you can tells
your family, friends along with soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them
reading a reserve.

Adela Valenti:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different you can read some
sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the entire day to
reading a guide. The book Nature's Government: Science, Imperial Britain, and the "Improvement" of the
World it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. We were holding
enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy typically the e-
book. You can m0ore simply to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but
this book offers high quality.

Marlene Tiggs:

Beside this kind of Nature's Government: Science, Imperial Britain, and the "Improvement" of the World in
your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh through the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an aged people live in
narrow commune. It is good thing to have Nature's Government: Science, Imperial Britain, and the



"Improvement" of the World because this book offers to you readable information. Do you sometimes have
book but you rarely get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in
your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you
still want to miss this? Find this book and read it from today!
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