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Naturalness in synthetic speech is one of the most intractable problems in information technology today.
Although speech synthesis systems have improved considerably over the last 20 years, they rarely sound
entirely like human speakers.

Why is this so, and what can be done about it?
* Prosodic processing must be rendered more varied and more appropriate to the speech situation

* Timing, melodic control and the relationships between the various prosodic parameters need increased
attention

* Signal processing systems must be developed and perfected that are capable of generating more than just
one voice from a database

* A better understanding must be achieved of what distinguishes one voice from another, and of how speech
styles differ between simply reading aloud numbers and sentences and their use in interactive speech

* New evaluation methodologies should be developed to provide objective and subjective measurements of
the intelligibility of the synthetic speech and the cognitive load imposed upon the listener by impoverished
stimuli

* Adequate text markup systems must be proposed and tested with multiple languages in real-world
situations

* Further research is required to integrate speech synthesis systems into larger natural-language processing
systems
Improvements in Speech Synthesis presents the latest research in the above areas. Contributors include
speech synthesis specialists from 16 countries, with experience in the development of systems for 12
European languages. This volume emerges from a four-year European COST project focussed on "The
Naturalness of Synthetic Speech", and will be a valuable text for everyone involved in speech synthesis.
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From reader reviews:

Alonzo Stark:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve Improvements in Speech
Synthesis will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know
about every little thing. But some of you think in which open or reading some sort of book make you bored.
It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or
appropriate book with you?

Brian Mejia:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This Improvements in Speech Synthesis book is readable through you who hate the
perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without
leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer regarding Improvements in
Speech Synthesis content conveys prospect easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book
are not different in the content material but it just different available as it. So , do you continue to thinking
Improvements in Speech Synthesis is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Arthur Johnson:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you personally is Improvements in Speech Synthesis this publication consist a lot of the
information of the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented just how can the world
has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer
made some exploration when he makes this book. Here is why this book suited all of you.

Vicky Gamez:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can
know everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This publication Improvements in Speech Synthesis was filled with regards to
science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has
several feel when they reading any book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can really feel
enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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