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The wives of Woodrow Wilson were strikingly different from each other. Ellen Axson Wilson, quiet and
intellectual, died after just a year and a half in the White House and is thought to have had little impact on
history. Edith Bolling Wilson was flamboyant and confident but left a legacy of controversy. Yet, as Kristie
Miller shows, each played a significant role in the White House.

Miller presents a rich and complex portrait of Wilson's wives, one that compels us to reconsider our
understanding of both women. Ellen comes into clear focus as an artist and intellectual who dedicated her
talents to an ambitious man whose success enabled her to have a significant influence on the institution of
the first lady. Miller's assessment of Edith Wilson goes beyond previous flattering accounts and critical
assessments. She examines a woman who overstepped her role by hiding her husband's serious illness to
allow him to remain in office. But, Miller concludes, Edith was acting as she knew her husband would have
wished.

Miller explains clearly how these women influenced Woodrow Wilson's life and career. But she keeps her
focus on the women themselves, placing their concerns and emotions in the foreground. She presents a
balanced appraisal of each woman's strengths and weaknesses. She argues for Ellen's influence not only on
her husband but on subsequent first ladies. She strives for an understanding of the controversial Edith, who
saw herself as Wilson's principal advisor and, some would argue, acted as shadow president after his stroke.
Miller also helps us better appreciate the role of Mary Allen Hulbert Peck, whose role as Wilson's
"playmate" complemented that of Ellenbut was intolerable to Edith.

Especially because Woodrow Wilson continues to be one of the moststudied American presidents, the task of
recognizing and understanding the influence of his wives is an important one. Drawing extensively on the
Woodrow Wilson papers and newly available material, Miller's book answers that call with a sensitive and
compelling narrative of how private and public emotions interacted at a pivotal moment in the history of first
ladies.
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From reader reviews:

Loretta Claybrooks:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Ellen and Edith: Woodrow Wilson's First Ladies. Try to the actual book
Ellen and Edith: Woodrow Wilson's First Ladies as your pal. It means that it can being your friend when you
sense alone and beside those of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit
your needs. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So ,
we need to make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Richard Ortega:

Here thing why this Ellen and Edith: Woodrow Wilson's First Ladies are different and reliable to be yours.
First of all looking at a book is good however it depends in the content than it which is the content is as
delicious as food or not. Ellen and Edith: Woodrow Wilson's First Ladies giving you information deeper and
in different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no publication that similar with Ellen and
Edith: Woodrow Wilson's First Ladies. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own personal
eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can
bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your way home by train. For anyone who is having
difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Ellen and Edith: Woodrow Wilson's First Ladies in
e-book can be your option.

Ophelia Ellis:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of various ways
to share the information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to imagine the story how
the people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you read this Ellen
and Edith: Woodrow Wilson's First Ladies, you are able to tells your family, friends and soon about yours
guide. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a e-book.

Jesus Allgood:

The publication untitled Ellen and Edith: Woodrow Wilson's First Ladies is the e-book that recommended to
you to see. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to anyone. The language that
article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did
a lot of investigation when write the book, and so the information that they share to you is absolutely
accurate. You also could get the e-book of Ellen and Edith: Woodrow Wilson's First Ladies from the
publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.
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