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Taking a new look at divorce in America, Catherine Reissman shows how divorce is socially shared, and
how it takes crucially different forms for women and men. Drawing on interviews with adults who are
divorcing, she treats their accounts as texts to be interpreted, as templates for understanding contemporary
beliefs about personal relationships.
Riessman looks at the ideology of the companionate marriage: husband and wife should be each other's
closest companion, and in marriage one should achieve emotial intimacy and sexual fulfillment. These
beliefs imply a level of equality that rarely exists. In reality, most wives are subordinate to their husbands,
most husbands want neither "deep talk" nor small talk that women want, and many husbands resent their
wife's ties to kin and friends. To explain divorce, women and men construct gendered visions of what
marriage should provide, and at the same time they mourn gender divisions and blame their divorces on
them. Riessman examines the stories people tell about their marriages--the protagonists, inciting conditions,
and culminating events--and how these narrative structures provide ways to persuade both teller and listener
that divorce was justified.
Although divorce is invariably stressful, many people believe that men suffer less than women. This is an
artifact of what Riessman calls the "feminization of psychological distress"--traditional ways of measuring
distress reflect women's idioms, not men's. Departing from a literature that casts divorce in only negative
terms, she finds paradoxically that women sense rewards, even as they report hardship. There is a shakeup in
gender roles, and women more than men feel they gain a fuller idea of who they are. The author allows us to
enter the points of view of her subjects, while her analytic approach makes links between the self and
society.
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From reader reviews:

Roy Christy:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some
of you maybe will probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the
problems coming to you is you don't know what type you should start with. This Divorce Talk: Women and
Men Make Sense of Personal Relationships is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why,
as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Dennis Byrd:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading practice give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the
particular information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based
on what kind of guide you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you
want sense happy read one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular
Divorce Talk: Women and Men Make Sense of Personal Relationships is kind of reserve which is giving the
reader unstable experience.

Terri Mitchell:

Beside this particular Divorce Talk: Women and Men Make Sense of Personal Relationships in your phone,
it could give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the
knowledge you will got here is fresh from oven so don't be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow
village. It is good thing to have Divorce Talk: Women and Men Make Sense of Personal Relationships
because this book offers for you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you rarely get what
it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in your hand. The
Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to
miss the item? Find this book and also read it from currently!

Arnold Allison:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Divorce Talk: Women and Men Make
Sense of Personal Relationships can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus
out of date, spending your free time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
textbooks have than the others?
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