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“Why are Kazakhstan and Montana the same place?” asks one chapter of Kate Brown’s surprising and
unusual journey into the histories of places on the margins, overlooked or erased. It turns out that a ruined
mining town in Kazakhstan and Butte, Montana—America’s largest environmental Superfund site—have
much more in common than one would think thanks to similarities in climate, hucksterism, and the
perseverance of their few hardy inhabitants. Taking readers to these and other unlikely locales, Dispatches
from Dystopia delves into the very human and sometimes very fraught ways we come to understand a
particular place, its people, and its history.

In Dispatches from Dystopia, Brown wanders the Chernobyl Zone of Alienation, first on the Internet and
then in person, to figure out which version—the real or the virtual—is the actual forgery. She also takes us to
the basement of a hotel in Seattle to examine the personal possessions left in storage by Japanese-Americans
on their way to internment camps in 1942. In Uman, Ukraine, we hide with Brown in a tree in order to
witness the annual male-only Rosh Hashanah celebration of Hasidic Jews. In the Russian southern Urals, she
speaks with the citizens of the small city of Kyshtym, where invisible radioactive pollutants have
mysteriously blighted lives. Finally, Brown returns home to Elgin, Illinois, in the midwestern industrial rust
belt to investigate the rise of “rustalgia” and the ways her formative experiences have inspired her obsession
with modernist wastelands.

 

Dispatches from Dystopia powerfully and movingly narrates the histories of locales that have been silenced,
broken, or contaminated. In telling these previously unknown stories, Brown examines the making and
unmaking of place, and the lives of the people who remain in the fragile landscapes that are left behind.
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From reader reviews:

Mildred Ortiz:

This Dispatches from Dystopia: Histories of Places Not Yet Forgotten are reliable for you who want to be
described as a successful person, why. The main reason of this Dispatches from Dystopia: Histories of Places
Not Yet Forgotten can be one of several great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple
studying food but feed you with information that maybe will shock your prior knowledge. This book is
usually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and
printed versions. Beside that this Dispatches from Dystopia: Histories of Places Not Yet Forgotten giving
you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we know
it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Doris Stanford:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Dispatches from Dystopia: Histories of
Places Not Yet Forgotten guide written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which
can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas
and composing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty Dispatches from Dystopia:
Histories of Places Not Yet Forgotten as good book but not only by the cover but also through the content.
This is one guide that can break don't judge book by its protect, so do you still needing one more sixth sense
to pick that!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to yet
another sixth sense.

Gail Brasfield:

This Dispatches from Dystopia: Histories of Places Not Yet Forgotten is great book for you because the
content which can be full of information for you who have always deal with world and get to make decision
every minute. This book reveal it info accurately using great arrange word or we can say no rambling
sentences in it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides straight forward sentences but tough core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having
Dispatches from Dystopia: Histories of Places Not Yet Forgotten in your hand like having the world in your
arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no book that offer you world within ten or
fifteen minute right but this book already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs.
active do you still doubt in which?

Adrian White:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library or to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important,



boring as well as can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to
suit your needs. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Dispatches from Dystopia: Histories of Places Not
Yet Forgotten can make you feel more interested to read.
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