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Mysterious and misunderstood, distorted by biblical imagery of disfigurement and uncleanness, Hansen's
disease or leprosy has all but disappeared from America's consciousness. In Carville, Louisiana, the closed
doors of the nation's last center for the treatment of leprosy open to reveal stories of sadness, separation, and
even strength in the face of what was once a life-wrenching diagnosis.

Drawn from interviews with living patients and extensive research in the leprosarium's archives, Carville:
Remembering Leprosy in America tells the stories of former patients at the National Hansen's Disease
Center. For over a century, from 1894 until 1999, Carville was the site of the only in-patient hospital in the
continental United States for the treatment of Hansen's disease, the preferred designation for leprosy.

Patients-exiled there by law for treatment and for separation from the rest of society-reveal how they were
able to cope with the devastating blow the diagnosis of leprosy dealt them. Leprosy was so frightening and
so poorly understood that entire families would suffer and be shunned if one family member contracted the
disease. When patients entered Carville, they typically left everything behind, including their legal names
and their hopes for the future.

Former patients at Carville give their views of the outside world and of the culture they forged within the
treatment center, which included married and individual living quarters, a bar, and even a jail. Those
quarantined in the leprosarium created their own Mardi Gras celebrations, their own newspaper, and their
own body of honored stories in which fellow sufferers of Hansen's disease prevailed over trauma and
ostracism. Through their memories and stories, we see their very human quest for identity and endurance
with dignity, humor, and grace.
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From reader reviews:

Thad Whitehead:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of several ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Carville:
Remembering Leprosy in America, you may tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours book.
Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

John Sledge:

The particular book Carville: Remembering Leprosy in America has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you
check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous author. Mcdougal
makes some research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can get the point easily
after scanning this book.

Michael Canton:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Carville:
Remembering Leprosy in America which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Chuck Bryson:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but novel and Carville: Remembering Leprosy in America or
perhaps others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel need
to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those books are
helping them to include their knowledge. In different case, beside science reserve, any other book likes
Carville: Remembering Leprosy in America to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of
book like this one.
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