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Americans today live with conflicting ideas about day care. We criticize mothers who choose not to stay at
home, but we pressure women on welfare to leave their children behind. We recognize the benefits of early
childhood education, but do not provide it as a public right until children enter kindergarten. Our children are
priceless, but we pay minimum wages to the overwhelmingly female workforce which cares for them. We
are not really sure if day care is detrimental or beneficial for children, or if mothers should really be in the
workforce. To better understand how we have arrived at these present-day dilemmas, Elizabeth Rose argues,
we need to explore day care's past.

A Mother's Job is the first book to offer such an exploration. In this case study of Philadelphia, Rose
examines the different meanings of day care for families and providers from the late nineteenth century
through the postwar prosperity of the 1950s. Drawing on richly detailed records created by social workers,
she explores changing attitudes about motherhood, charity, and children's needs.

How did day care change from a charity for poor single mothers at the turn of the century into a recognized
need of ordinary families by 1960? This book traces that transformation, telling the story of day care from
the changing perspectives of the families who used it and the philanthropists and social workers who
administered it. We see day care through the eyes of the immigrants, whites, and blacks who relied upon day
care service as well as through those of the professionals who provided it.

This volume will appeal to anyone interested in understanding the roots of our current day care crisis, as well
as the broader issues of education, welfare, and women's work--all issues in which the key questions of day
care are enmeshed. Students of social history, women's history, welfare policy, childcare, and education will
also encounter much valuable information in this well-written book.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Coleman:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a
while is reading. Yeah, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than
other is high. In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular A Mother's Job:
The History of Day Care, 1890-1960 book as basic and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is
more than just a book.

Brandon Phelan:

Here thing why this specific A Mother's Job: The History of Day Care, 1890-1960 are different and
trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it depends in the content of computer which is
the content is as tasty as food or not. A Mother's Job: The History of Day Care, 1890-1960 giving you
information deeper and in different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no e-book that
similar with A Mother's Job: The History of Day Care, 1890-1960. It gives you thrill reading journey, its
open up your current eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened
around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your means home by
train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of A Mother's Job:
The History of Day Care, 1890-1960 in e-book can be your option.

Donna Dalessio:

This A Mother's Job: The History of Day Care, 1890-1960 is brand-new way for you who has fascination to
look for some information because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge
more you know or else you who still having small amount of digest in reading this A Mother's Job: The
History of Day Care, 1890-1960 can be the light food for you personally because the information inside that
book is easy to get through anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is certainly reachable by
anyone, sure I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in book form make them feel sleepy even
dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book sort for your
better life and also knowledge.

Nancy Kidder:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular A Mother's Job: The History of Day Care, 1890-
1960 can give you a lot of good friends because by you investigating this one book you have issue that they
don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This guide offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than



various other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have A Mother's Job: The History of Day
Care, 1890-1960.
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