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Joanna Brooks’s ancestors were among the earliest waves of emigrants to leave England for North America.
They lived hardscrabble lives for generations, eking out subsistence in one place after another as they moved
forever westward in search of a new life. Why, Brooks wondered, did her people and countless other poor
English subjects abandon their homeland to settle for such unremitting hardship? The question leads her on a
journey into a largely obscured dimension of American history.

With her family’s background as a point of departure, Brooks brings to light the harsh realities behind
seventeenth- and eighteenth-century working-class English emigration—and dismantles the long-cherished
idea that these immigrants were drawn to America as a land of opportunity. American folk ballads provide a
wealth of clues to the catastrophic contexts that propelled early English emigration to the Americas. Brooks
follows these songs back across the Atlantic to find histories of economic displacement, environmental
destruction, and social betrayal at the heart of the early Anglo-American migrant experience. The folk ballad
“Edward,” for instance, reveals the role of deforestation in the dislocation and emigration of early Anglo-
American peasant immigrants. “Two Sisters” discloses the profound social destabilization unleashed by the
advent of luxury goods in England. “The Golden Vanity” shows how common men and women viewed their
own disposable position in England’s imperial project. And “The House Carpenter’s Wife” offers insights
into the impact of economic instability and the colonial enterprise on women.

From these ballads, tragic and heartrending, Brooks uncovers an archaeology of the worldviews of
America’s earliest immigrants, presenting a new and haunting historical perspective on the ancestors we
thought we knew.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Burritt:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can
add your knowledge by the publication entitled Why We Left: Untold Stories and Songs of America's First
Immigrants. Try to make book Why We Left: Untold Stories and Songs of America's First Immigrants as
your close friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you really feel alone and beside that of
course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far more
confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we need to make new experience and
knowledge with this book.

Erik Herrera:

In other case, little individuals like to read book Why We Left: Untold Stories and Songs of America's First
Immigrants. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Given that we know about how is
important a new book Why We Left: Untold Stories and Songs of America's First Immigrants. You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book
you can know everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will be known. About
simple point until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open a book as well as searching by
internet device. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's
learn.

Dan Villanueva:

The book untitled Why We Left: Untold Stories and Songs of America's First Immigrants contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy technique. The language is very
simple to implement all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read this. The book was authored
by famous author. The author provides you in the new time of literary works. You can read this book
because you can please read on your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book inside anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice go
through.

Richard Dean:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to your account is Why We Left: Untold Stories and Songs of America's First Immigrants this
publication consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This particular book was



represented how can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy
to understand. Often the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this
book appropriate all of you.
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