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The world remembers Edison, Ford, and the Wright Brothers. But what about Philo T. Farnsworth, the
inventor of television, an innovation that did as much as any other to shape the twentieth century? That
question lies at the heart of The Boy Genius and the Mogul, Daniel Stashower's captivating chronicle of
television's true inventor, the battle he faced to capitalize on his breakthrough, and the powerful forces that
resulted in the collapse of his dreams.

The son of a Mormon farmer, Farnsworth was born in 1906 in a single-room log cabin on an isolated
homestead in Utah. The Farnsworth family farm had no radio, no telephone, and no electricity. Yet,
motivated by the stories of scientists and inventors he read about in the science magazines of the day, young
Philo set his sights on becoming an inventor. By his early teens, Farnsworth had become an inveterate
tinkerer, able to repair broken farm equipment when no one else could. It was inevitable that when he read an
article about a new idea -- for the transmission of pictures by radio waves--that he would want to attempt it
himself. One day while he was walking through a hay field, Farnsworth took note of the straight, parallel
lines of the furrows and envisioned a system of scanning a visual image line by line and transmitting it to a
remote screen. He soon sketched a diagram for an early television camera tube. It was 1921 and Farnsworth
was only fourteen years old.

Farnsworth went on to college to pursue his studies of electrical engineering but was forced to quit after two
years due to the death of his father. Even so, he soon managed to persuade a group of California investors to
set him up in his own research lab where, in 1927, he produced the first all-electronic television image and
later patented his invention. While Farnsworth's invention was a landmark, it was also the beginning of a
struggle against an immense corporate power that would consume much of his life. That corporate power
was embodied by a legendary media mogul, RCA President and NBC founder David Sarnoff, who claimed
that his chief scientist had invented a mechanism for television prior to Farnsworth's. Thus the boy genius
and the mogul were locked in a confrontation over who would control the future of television technology and
the vast fortune it represented. Farnsworth was enormously outmatched by the media baron and his army of
lawyers and public relations people, and, by the 1940s, Farnsworth would be virtually forgotten as
television's actual inventor, while Sarnoff and his chief scientist would receive the credit.

Restoring Farnsworth to his rightful place in history, The Boy Genius and the Mogul presents a vivid portrait
of a self-taught scientist whose brilliance allowed him to "capture light in a bottle." A rich and dramatic story
of one man’s perseverance and the remarkable events leading up to the launch of television as we know it,
The Boy Genius and the Mogul shines new light on a major turning point in American history.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Tonya Hooper:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them is this The Boy
Genius and the Mogul: The Untold Story of Television.

Karen Lawless:

The Boy Genius and the Mogul: The Untold Story of Television can be one of your beginner books that are
good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that can
increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into joy arrangement in writing
The Boy Genius and the Mogul: The Untold Story of Television nevertheless doesn't forget the main point,
giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource data that maybe you can be considered one of it.
This great information may drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial considering.

Alan Castorena:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can have
the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Boy Genius and the Mogul: The
Untold Story of Television which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Robert Beaubien:

This The Boy Genius and the Mogul: The Untold Story of Television is brand-new way for you who has
interest to look for some information as it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you in it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having little digest in reading this The Boy Genius and the
Mogul: The Untold Story of Television can be the light food for you personally because the information
inside this particular book is easy to get by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form and that is
reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in guide form make them feel
tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a book especially this one. You can find
what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book sort for your
better life and also knowledge.
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