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The designer of such landmarks as the Washington Square Arch, the New York Herald and Tiffany
Buildings, and the homes of captains of American industry, Stanford White is a legendary figure in the
history of American architecture. Yet while the exteriors and floor plans of his designs have been extensively
studied and written about, no book has fully examined the other aspect of his career, which claimed at least
half of his time and creativity. Wayne Craven's work offers the first study of Stanford White as an interior
decorator and a dealer in antiques and the fine arts.

Craven also offers a vivid portrait of the sweeping social and cultural changes taking place in the United
States in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. He places White's work as an interior decorator
within the context of the lives and society of the nouveaux riches who built unprecedented fortunes during
the Industrial Revolution. Rejecting the dominant middle-class tastes and values of the United States, the
Whitneys, Vanderbilts, Astors, Paynes, Mackays, and other wealthy New York families saw themselves as
the new aristocracy and desired the prestige and trappings accorded to Old World nobility. Stanford White
fulfilled their hunger for aristocratic recognition by adorning their glamorous Fifth Avenue mansions and
Long Island estates with the sculptures, stained-glass windows, coats of arms, and carved fireplaces of the
European past. Interior decorators such as White did more than just buy single pieces for these families.
They purchased entire rooms from palazzos, chateaux, villas, nunneries, and country houses; had them
dismantled; and shipped -- both furnishings and architectural elements -- to their American clients. Through
Stanford White's activities, Craven uncovers the mostly, but not always, legal business of dealing in
antiquities, as American money entered and changed the European art market.

Based on the archives of the Avery Architectural Library of Columbia University and the New-York
Historical Society, this book recovers a neglected yet significant part of White's career, which lasted from the
1870s to his murder in 1906. White not only set the bar for twentieth-century architecture but also defined
the newly emerging profession of interior design.
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From reader reviews:

Brad Marcum:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of
them is this Stanford White: Decorator in Opulence and Dealer in Antiquities.

Leigh Weimer:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only
find publication that need more time to be examine. Stanford White: Decorator in Opulence and Dealer in
Antiquities can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you actually who have those short time
problems.

Abel Mulholland:

The book untitled Stanford White: Decorator in Opulence and Dealer in Antiquities contain a lot of
information on it. The writer explains the woman idea with easy means. The language is very simple to
implement all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was published by
famous author. The author provides you in the new age of literary works. You can actually read this book
because you can please read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book in anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site along with order it. Have a
nice read.

Gina Reiter:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book Stanford White: Decorator in Opulence and Dealer in
Antiquities was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Stanford White: Decorator
in Opulence and Dealer in Antiquities has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teens. For example
Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there.
Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and loosen up.
Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading in which.
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