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In Reading Darwin in Arabic, Marwa Elshakry questions current ideas about Islam, science, and secularism
by exploring the ways in which Darwin was read in Arabic from the late 1860s to the mid-twentieth century.
Borrowing from translation and reading studies and weaving together the history of science with intellectual
history, she explores Darwin’s global appeal from the perspective of several generations of Arabic readers
and shows how Darwin’s writings helped alter the social and epistemological landscape of the Arab learned
classes.

           

Providing a close textual, political, and institutional analysis of the tremendous interest in Darwin’s ideas and
other works on evolution, Elshakry shows how, in an age of massive regional and international political
upheaval, these readings were suffused with the anxieties of empire and civilizational decline. The politics of
evolution infiltrated Arabic discussions of pedagogy, progress, and the very sense of history. They also led to
a literary and conceptual transformation of notions of science and religion themselves. Darwin thus became a
vehicle for discussing scriptural exegesis, the conditions of belief, and cosmological views more broadly.
The book also acquaints readers with Muslim and Christian intellectuals, bureaucrats, and theologians, and
concludes by exploring Darwin’s waning influence on public and intellectual life in the Arab world after
World War I.

           

Reading Darwin in Arabic is an engaging and powerfully argued reconceptualization of the intellectual and
political history of the Middle East.
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From reader reviews:

Alice Lawson:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that Reading Darwin in
Arabic, 1860-1950 book as starter and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a
book.

Joni Harris:

The experience that you get from Reading Darwin in Arabic, 1860-1950 may be the more deep you
excavating the information that hide within the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Reading Darwin in Arabic, 1860-1950 giving you joy feeling
of reading. The author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by simply anyone who
read this because the author of this publication is well-known enough. That book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We propose you for having this Reading Darwin in Arabic, 1860-1950 instantly.

James Sanchez:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own
reader with their story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also
they write about the ability about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how
to teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this
planet always try to improve their talent in writing, they also doing some research before they write on their
book. One of them is this Reading Darwin in Arabic, 1860-1950.

Julio Canfield:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Reading Darwin in Arabic, 1860-
1950 publication written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that may be
understand by anyone who all read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas
and producing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still question Reading Darwin in
Arabic, 1860-1950 as good book not only by the cover but also by content. This is one reserve that can break
don't ascertain book by its deal with, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on
your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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