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This book evaluates the global status and prospects of democracy, with an emphasis on the quality of
democratic institutions and the effectiveness of governance as key conditions for stable democracy. Bringing
together a wide range of the author’s work over the past three decades, it advances a framework for assessing
the quality of democracy and it analyzes alternative measures of democracy. Drawing on the most recent
data from Freedom House, it assesses the global state of democracy and freedom, as of the beginning of
2015, and it explains why the world has been experiencing a mild but now deepening recession of
democracy and freedom since 2005.

A major theme of the book across the three decades of the author’s work is the relationship between
democratic quality and stability. Democracies break down, Diamond argues, not so much because of
economic factors but because of corrupt, inept governance that violates individual rights and the rule of law.
The best way to secure democracy is to ensure that democracy is accountable, transparent, genuinely
competitive, respectful of individual rights, inclusive of diverse forms and sources of participation, and
responsive to the needs and aspirations of ordinary citizens. Viable democracy requires not only a state that
can mobilize power to achieve collective goals, but also one that can restrain and punish the abuse of
power—a particularly steep challenge for poor countries and those with natural resource wealth.

The book examines these themes both in broad comparative perspective and with a deeper analysis of
historical trends and future prospects in Africa and Asia,. Concluding with lessons for sustaining and
reforming policies to promote democracy internationally, this book is essential reading for students and
scholars interested in democracy, as well as politics and international relations more generally.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Zakrzewski:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important normally. The book In Search of Democracy was making you to know about other
information and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The book In Search
of Democracy is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to be your friend when you feel
bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with all the book In
Search of Democracy. You never experience lose out for everything if you read some books.

Ross Jackson:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this In Search of Democracy book written by
well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who read the
book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your
hunger then you still skepticism In Search of Democracy as good book but not only by the cover but also by
the content. This is one e-book that can break don't assess book by its include, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why
you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Brent Jones:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This book In Search of Democracy was filled regarding science. Spend your free time to add
your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has several feel when they reading any book.
If you know how big benefit from a book, you can feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like right
now, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Sallie Farris:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they get a
half areas of the book. You can choose the book In Search of Democracy to make your reading is interesting.
Your personal skill of reading ability is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose very simple
book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the opinion about book and examining especially. It is to be
1st opinion for you to like to start a book and learn it. Beside that the publication In Search of Democracy
can to be your brand new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of the
time.
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