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Who We Are: On Being (and Not Being) a Jewish American Writer
This unprecedented collection brings together the major Jewish American writers of the past fifty years as
they examine issues of identity and how they’ve made their work respond.

E.L. Doctorow questions the very notion of the Jewish American writer, insisting that all great writing is
secular and universal. Allegra Goodman embraces the categorization, arguing that it immediately binds her
to her readers. Dara Horn, among the youngest of these writers, describes the tendency of Jewish writers to
focus on anti-Semitism and advocates a more creative and positive way of telling the Jewish story. Thane
Rosenbaum explains that as a child of Holocaust survivors, he was driven to write in an attempt to reimagine
the tragic endings in Jewish history.

Here are the stories of how these writers became who they are: Saul Bellow on his adolescence in Chicago,
Grace Paley on her early love of Romantic poetry, Chaim Potok on being transformed by the work of Evelyn
Waugh. Here, too, are Philip Roth, Cynthia Ozick, Erica Jong, Jonathon Rosen, Tova Mirvis, Pearl
Abraham, Alan Lelchuk, Rebecca Goldstein, Nessa Rapoport, and many more.

Spanning three generations of Jewish writing in America, these essays — by turns nostalgic, comic, moving,
and deeply provocative- constitute an invaluable investigation into the thinking and the work of some of
America’s most important writers.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Sonya Wright:

The book Who We Are: On Being (and Not Being) a Jewish American Writer can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the good thing like a
book Who We Are: On Being (and Not Being) a Jewish American Writer? Several of you have a different
opinion about reserve. But one aim this book can give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right
now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, it is possible to give for
each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Who We Are: On Being (and Not Being) a Jewish
American Writer has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can
appear the enormous world by open up and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Matthew Ramey:

This Who We Are: On Being (and Not Being) a Jewish American Writer book is not ordinary book, you
have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is usually information
inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you read a lot of information
you will get. This specific Who We Are: On Being (and Not Being) a Jewish American Writer without we
know teach the one who looking at it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't possibly be
worry Who We Are: On Being (and Not Being) a Jewish American Writer can bring whenever you are and
not make your case space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cell
phone. This Who We Are: On Being (and Not Being) a Jewish American Writer having great arrangement in
word along with layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Ronnie Chaney:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what
kind of book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly
feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual Who We Are: On
Being (and Not Being) a Jewish American Writer is kind of publication which is giving the reader
unforeseen experience.

Doris Whobrey:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get lot of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you possess when
the spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the particular book you
have read is actually Who We Are: On Being (and Not Being) a Jewish American Writer.
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