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In 1968 Nguyen Qui Duc was nine years old, his father was a high-ranking civil servant in the South
Vietnamese government, and his mother was a school principal. Then the Viet Cong launched their Tet
offensive, and the Nguyen family’s comfortable life was destroyed. The author’s father was taken prisoner
and marched up the Ho Chi Minh Trail. North Vietnam's highest-ranking civilian prisoner, he eventually
spent twelve years in captivity, composing poems in his head to maintain his sanity. Nguyen himself escaped
from Saigon as North Vietnamese tanks approached in 1975. He came of age as an American teenager, going
to school dances and working at a Roy Rogers restaurant, yet yearning for the homeland and parents he had
to leave behind. The author’s mother stayed in Vietnam to look after her mentally ill daughter. She endured
poverty and “reeducation” until her husband was freed and the Nguyens could reunite.
 
Intertwining these three stories, Where the Ashes Are shows us the Vietnam War through a child’s eyes,
privation after a Communist takeover, and the struggle of new immigrants. The author, who returned to
Vietnam as an American reporter, provides a detailed portrait of the nation as it opened to the West in the
early 1990s. Where the Ashes Are closes with Nguyen’s thoughts on being pulled between his adopted
country and his homeland.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Wilson:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has diverse
personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great along with important the book Where the Ashes Are: The Odyssey
of a Vietnamese Family. All type of book can you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet
options or other social media.

Samuel Tapp:

This Where the Ashes Are: The Odyssey of a Vietnamese Family are generally reliable for you who want to
certainly be a successful person, why. The main reason of this Where the Ashes Are: The Odyssey of a
Vietnamese Family can be one of many great books you must have is usually giving you more than just
simple looking at food but feed an individual with information that probably will shock your before
knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions at e-book
and printed people. Beside that this Where the Ashes Are: The Odyssey of a Vietnamese Family forcing you
to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we all know
it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Virginia Carter:

The reserve untitled Where the Ashes Are: The Odyssey of a Vietnamese Family is the publication that
recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you
actually. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The article author was did a lot of research when write the book, so the information that they share to your
account is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Where the Ashes Are: The Odyssey of a
Vietnamese Family from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Robert Stitt:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving Where the Ashes Are: The Odyssey of
a Vietnamese Family that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book.
Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world far better then how
they react toward the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man or
woman but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your
good habit, you are able to pick Where the Ashes Are: The Odyssey of a Vietnamese Family become your
personal starter.
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