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The Linji lu (Record of Linji) has been an essential text of Chinese and Japanese Zen Buddhism for nearly a
thousand years. A compilation of sermons, statements, and acts attributed to the great Chinese Zen master
Linji Yixuan (d. 866), it serves as both an authoritative statement of Zen’s basic standpoint and a central
source of material for Zen koan practice. Scholars study the text for its importance in understanding both Zen
thought and East Asian Mahayana doctrine, while Zen practitioners cherish it for its unusual simplicity,
directness, and ability to inspire.
One of the earliest attempts to translate this important work into English was by Sasaki Shigetsu
(1882–1945), a pioneer Zen master in the U.S. and the founder of the First Zen Institute of America. At the
time of his death, he entrusted the project to his wife, Ruth Fuller Sasaki, who in 1949 moved to Japan and
there founded a branch of the First Zen Institute at Daitoku-ji. Mrs. Sasaki, determined to produce a
definitive translation, assembled a team of talented young scholars, both Japanese and Western, who in the
following years retranslated the text in accordance with modern research on Tang-dynasty colloquial
Chinese. As they worked on the translation, they compiled hundreds of detailed notes explaining every
technical term, vernacular expression, and literary reference. One of the team, Yanagida Seizan (later Japan’s
preeminent Zen historian), produced a lengthy introduction that outlined the emergence of Chinese Zen,
presented a biography of Linji, and traced the textual development of the Linji lu. The sudden death of Mrs.
Sasaki in 1967 brought the nearly completed project to a halt. An abbreviated version of the book was
published in 1975, but neither this nor any other English translations that subsequently appeared contain the
type of detailed historical, linguistic, and doctrinal annotation that was central to Mrs. Sasaki’s plan.

The materials assembled by Mrs. Sasaki and her team are finally available in the present edition of the
Record of Linji. Chinese readings have been changed to Pinyin and the translation itself has been revised in
line with subsequent research by Iriya Yoshitaka and Yanagida Seizan, the scholars who advised Mrs.
Sasaki. The notes, nearly six hundred in all, are almost entirely based on primary sources and thus retain
their value despite the nearly forty years since their preparation. They provide a rich context for Linji’s
teachings, supplying a wealth of information on Tang colloquial expressions, Buddhist thought, and Zen
history, much of which is unavailable anywhere else in English. This revised edition of the Record of Linji is
certain to be of great value to Buddhist scholars, Zen practitioners, and readers interested in Asian
Buddhism.
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From reader reviews:

Georgia Martinez:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will want this The Record of Linji (Nanzan Library of Asian Religion and
Culture).

James Donovan:

This The Record of Linji (Nanzan Library of Asian Religion and Culture) book is just not ordinary book, you
have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is actually
information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper a person read
a lot of information you will get. This specific The Record of Linji (Nanzan Library of Asian Religion and
Culture) without we understand teach the one who looking at it become critical in thinking and analyzing.
Don't always be worry The Record of Linji (Nanzan Library of Asian Religion and Culture) can bring if you
are and not make your case space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it with your lovely
laptop even phone. This The Record of Linji (Nanzan Library of Asian Religion and Culture) having great
arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Allison Carson:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind proficiency
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more
time to be read. The Record of Linji (Nanzan Library of Asian Religion and Culture) can be your answer
because it can be read by you who have those short spare time problems.

Bruce Healy:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you know that
little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that reading is very important
along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your teacher
or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something by book. Numerous books that can you
choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra The Record of Linji (Nanzan Library of Asian Religion
and Culture).
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