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In Ruling the Root, Milton Mueller uses the theoretical framework of institutional
economics to analyze the global policy and governance problems created by the assignment of Internet
domain names and addresses. "The root" is the top of the domain name hierarchy and the Internet
address space. It is the only point of centralized control in what is otherwise a distributed and
voluntaristic network of networks. Both domain names and IP numbers are valuable resources, and
their assignment on a coordinated basis is essential to the technical operation of the Internet.
Mueller explains how control of the root is being leveraged to control the Internet itself in such
key areas as trademark and copyright protection, surveillance of users, content regulation, and
regulation of the domain name supply industry.Control of the root originally resided in an
informally organized technical elite comprised mostly of American computer scientists. As the
Internet became commercialized and domain name registration became a profitable business, a six-year
struggle over property rights and the control of the root broke out among Internet technologists,
business and intellectual property interests, international organizations, national governments, and
advocates of individual rights. By the late 1990s, it was apparent that only a new international
institution could resolve conflicts among the factions in the domain name wars. Mueller recounts the
fascinating process that led to the formation of a new international regime around ICANN, the
Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers. In the process, he shows how the vaunted
freedom and openness of the Internet is being diminished by the institutionalization of the
root.
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From reader reviews:

Sandra Maes:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic within
the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to
fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want
to try look for book, may be the e-book untitled Ruling the Root: Internet Governance and the Taming of
Cyberspace can be excellent book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Joseph Griego:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like
on roller coaster you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Ruling the Root: Internet
Governance and the Taming of Cyberspace, you can enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still would
like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't obtain
it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Junior Price:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So
you know that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. Different
categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually Ruling the Root:
Internet Governance and the Taming of Cyberspace.

Tommy Bowles:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book Ruling the Root: Internet Governance
and the Taming of Cyberspace to make your own reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it
and mingle the idea about book and looking at especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open up a
book and learn it. Beside that the publication Ruling the Root: Internet Governance and the Taming of
Cyberspace can to be your brand new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with the information
must you're doing of that time.
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