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Progressive-era "poverty warriors" cast poverty in America as a problem of unemployment, low wages, labor
exploitation, and political disfranchisement. In the 1990s, policy specialists made "dependency" the issue
and crafted incentives to get people off welfare. Poverty Knowledge gives the first comprehensive historical
account of the thinking behind these very different views of "the poverty problem," in a century-spanning
inquiry into the politics, institutions, ideologies, and social science that shaped poverty research and policy.

Alice O'Connor chronicles a transformation in the study of poverty, from a reform-minded inquiry into the
political economy of industrial capitalism to a detached, highly technical analysis of the demographic and
behavioral characteristics of the poor. Along the way, she uncovers the origins of several controversial
concepts, including the "culture of poverty" and the "underclass." She shows how such notions emerged not
only from trends within the social sciences, but from the central preoccupations of twentieth-century
American liberalism: economic growth, the Cold War against communism, the changing fortunes of the
welfare state, and the enduring racial divide.

The book details important changes in the politics and organization as well as the substance of poverty
knowledge. Tracing the genesis of a still-thriving poverty research industry from its roots in the War on
Poverty, it demonstrates how research agendas were subsequently influenced by an emerging obsession with
welfare reform. Over the course of the twentieth century, O'Connor shows, the study of poverty became
more about altering individual behavior and less about addressing structural inequality. The consequences of
this steady narrowing of focus came to the fore in the 1990s, when the nation's leading poverty experts
helped to end "welfare as we know it." O'Connor shows just how far they had traveled from their field's
original aims.
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From reader reviews:

Benjamin Holmes:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book Poverty Knowledge: Social
Science, Social Policy, and the Poor in Twentieth-Century U.S. History (Politics and Society in Twentieth-
Century America) will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know
about every little thing. But some of you think in which open or reading any book make you bored. It is not
make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or appropriate book
with you?

Katherine Lee:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Poverty Knowledge: Social Science, Social Policy, and the Poor in Twentieth-
Century U.S. History (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America) book is readable simply by you
who hate those straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience
without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer associated with Poverty
Knowledge: Social Science, Social Policy, and the Poor in Twentieth-Century U.S. History (Politics and
Society in Twentieth-Century America) content conveys the thought easily to understand by many
individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different available as it. So , do
you nevertheless thinking Poverty Knowledge: Social Science, Social Policy, and the Poor in Twentieth-
Century U.S. History (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America) is not loveable to be your top list
reading book?

Albert Christensen:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
any book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading a publication. The book Poverty Knowledge: Social Science, Social Policy, and the Poor in
Twentieth-Century U.S. History (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America) it is very good to read.
There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. Should you
did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read
this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book provides high quality.

Ricardo Bishop:

This Poverty Knowledge: Social Science, Social Policy, and the Poor in Twentieth-Century U.S. History



(Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America) is completely new way for you who has intense
curiosity to look for some information given it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you upon it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Poverty
Knowledge: Social Science, Social Policy, and the Poor in Twentieth-Century U.S. History (Politics and
Society in Twentieth-Century America) can be the light food for you because the information inside this
book is easy to get by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, that's
why I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in publication form make them feel drowsy
even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is no in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what
you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book kind for
your better life along with knowledge.
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