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When Fort Sumter fell to Confederate troops in April 1861, most states quickly declared their allegiances to
the North or South. Kentucky, however, assumed an antiwar posture that outlasted Fort Sumter by five
months, begrudgingly joining the Union cause only when Confederate troops marched into the state and
seized the town of Columbus. With its hesitancy to make an immediate commitment and faced with the
conflicting sentiments of its people, Kentucky stood as a microcosm of the nationAEs dilemma. In the first
comprehensive examination of KentuckyAEs secession crisis in nearly ninety years, Gary R. Matthews
examines the antebellum social, economic, and political issues that distinguished Kentucky from the rest of
the slave and border states, identifying it instead with a national perspective and its own peculiar form of
Unionism. On the eve of the Civil War, KentuckyAEs affinity for the South was based on historical and
cultural similarities, including the presence of slavery and a powerful omaster class.o However, the planter
class that dominated early Kentucky was supplanted in the 1830s by an urban middle class that challenged
both the need for slavery and the authority of the master class. Matthews analyzes the dichotomy of these
two groups, examines emancipation efforts in Kentucky, and explores the intricacies of Whig politics to
show how Kentucky differed from the osoutherno model in significant ways. He also explains how
geographical components, most importantly the southern Appalachian Mountains and the Ohio-Mississippi
River system, helped define KentuckyAEs singular role in antebellum America. As Matthews shows,
Kentuckians desired both Union and slavery, and saw secession as a threat to both. The stateAEs unique
political and economic identities had been established long before the sectional crisis, and its self-interests
could be best served in a national as opposed to a sectional environment. By choosing neutrality and then
Unionism, the Kentucky of 1861 proved it was more American than southern.
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From reader reviews:

James Stewart:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book entitled
More American than Southern: Kentucky, Slavery, and the War for an American Ideology, 1828-1861 your
head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe not known for but surely
will become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a book then become one type
conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get prior to. The More American than Southern:
Kentucky, Slavery, and the War for an American Ideology, 1828-1861 giving you an additional experience
more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful info for your better life with this era. So now let
us explain to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished
reading it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Gary Clark:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping More American than Southern:
Kentucky, Slavery, and the War for an American Ideology, 1828-1861 that give your enjoyment preference
will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the means for
people to know world considerably better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be stated
constantly that reading routine only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to be success
person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you could pick More American
than Southern: Kentucky, Slavery, and the War for an American Ideology, 1828-1861 become your current
starter.

Concepcion Shaw:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer could be More American than Southern: Kentucky, Slavery, and the War for an
American Ideology, 1828-1861 why because the wonderful cover that make you consider about the content
will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside as well as cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Donna Canales:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You will
observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to you is



More American than Southern: Kentucky, Slavery, and the War for an American Ideology, 1828-1861 this e-
book consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This book was represented how
can the world has grown up. The language styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand.
Typically the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Here is why this book acceptable all
of you.
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