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"The research involved in putting this manuscript together is truly awesome and involves a major synthesis
of Colombian political, economic, urban, and social history which has not been achieved to date either in
Spanish or in English."-- Maurice P. Brungardt, Loyola University of New Orleans

"Henderson's life-and-times study of Laureano Gómez provides a cogent analysis of a rapidly modernizing
Colombia as well as a vivid portrait of one of the most powerful 20th-century Latin American conservative
thinkers and politicians."-- Jane M. Rausch, University of Massachusetts, Amherst

The life of Laureano Gómez (1889-1965), Colombia’s combative Conservative politician and reviled public
figure, serves as the backdrop for this modern history of one of the hemisphere's least understood nations.
Tracing the complex process of development in Colombia, James Henderson explores the civil violence that
defined the Gómez era even as the country experienced economic growth unparalleled in the rest of the
Americas.

Gómez was a consummate debater, a spellbinding orator, and an influential newspaper editor. Early in his
career he was a thorn in the side of Liberals and Conservatives alike, while in later years he led the
Conservative opposition in Congress. He made and unmade presidents, served as president himself, and all
the while figured prominently in Colombia’s transition to modernity.

Henderson gives us the best and worst of Gómez and his adversaries during this era, a time of alternating
political peace and progress, punctuated by spells of extremist invective and bloody violence. Thus he shows
that much of recent Colombian history is rooted in developments from the Gómez years.

Few Colombians can speak calmly of Gómez, and many blame him for the violence that plagued the country
from the mid-1940s to the mid-1960s. Henderson’s objective and thorough discussion exposes the myths and
assumptions surrounding Gómez and offers especially effective analysis of his writings, speeches,
congressional debates, and editorials (as well as his rejoinders, one-liners, and put-downs, classics in the
lexicon of Colombian history). Henderson also chronicles the titanic political rivalry between Gómez and
Alfonso López Pumarejo, an arch-Liberal, showing how the two men who began their careers as friends
became bitter enemies and ultimately led Colombia into the fratricidal civil war known as La Violencia.
This important history of Colombia’s political, economic, urban, and social life will become the definitive
study of the nation during its critical period of modernization.

James D. Henderson, professor of international studies at Coastal Carolina University in Conway, South
Carolina, is general editor of A Reference Guide to Latin American History. He has written two other books
on 20th-century Colombia, both best-sellers in their Colombian Spanish-language editions.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Kerns:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book Modernization in Colombia: The Laureano Gomez
Years, 1889-1965. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Providing we know about how
is important any book Modernization in Colombia: The Laureano Gomez Years, 1889-1965. You can add
information and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book
you can know everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will be known. About
simple matter until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, you can open a book or maybe
searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the library.
Let's study.

Amanda Lara:

The book Modernization in Colombia: The Laureano Gomez Years, 1889-1965 make one feel enjoy for your
spare time. You may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to become your best friend
when you getting strain or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading a book
Modernization in Colombia: The Laureano Gomez Years, 1889-1965 to become your habit, you can get
more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You
may know everything if you like wide open and read a guide Modernization in Colombia: The Laureano
Gomez Years, 1889-1965. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or others.
So , how do you think about this book?

Elizabeth Blake:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How people
have to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book.
Looking at a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this Modernization in
Colombia: The Laureano Gomez Years, 1889-1965 book because this book offers you rich details and
knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably
know this.

Wesley Mansour:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library or even make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has
reading's internal or real their pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They
go to generally there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring
as well as can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many



ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Modernization in Colombia: The Laureano Gomez Years,
1889-1965 can make you sense more interested to read.
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