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"There are five square knots on the quilt every two inches apart. They escaped on the fifth knot on the tenth
pattern and went to Ontario, Canada. The monkey wrench turns the wagon wheel toward Canada on a bear's
paw trail to the crossroads--"

And so begins the fascinating story that was passed down from generation to generation in the family of
Ozella McDaniel Williams. But what appears to be a simple story that was handed down from grandmother
to mother to daughter is actually much, much more than that. In fact, it is a coded message steeped in African
textile traditions that provides a link between slave-made quilts and the Underground Railroad.

In 1993, author Jacqueline Tobin visited the Old Market Building in the historic district of Charleston, South
Carolina, where local craftspeople sell their wares. Amid piles of beautiful handmade quilts, Tobin met
African American quilter Ozella Williams and the two struck up a conversation. With the admonition to
"write this down," Williams began to tell a fascinating story that had been handed down from her mother and
grandmother before her.

As Tobin sat in rapt attention, Williams began to describe how slaves made coded quilts and then used them
to navigate their escape on the Underground Railroad. But just as quickly as she started, Williams stopped,
informing Tobin that she would learn the rest when she was "ready."

During the three years it took for Williams's narrative to unfold--and as the friendship and trust between the
two women grew--Tobin enlisted Raymond Dobard, Ph.D., an art history professor and well-known African
American quilter, to help provide the historical context behind what Williams was describing.

Now, based on Williams's story and their own research, Tobin and Dobard, in what they call "Ozella's
Underground Railroad Quilt Code," offer proof that some slaves were involved in a sophisticated network
that melded African textile traditions with American quilt practices and created a potent result: African
American quilts with patterns that conveyed messages that were, in fact, essential tools for escape along the
Underground Railroad.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Lynnette Cash:

Here thing why this particular Hidden in Plain View: A Secret Story of Quilts and the Underground Railroad
are different and trusted to be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it depends in the content of the
usb ports which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Hidden in Plain View: A Secret Story of Quilts
and the Underground Railroad giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any e-book
out there but there is no e-book that similar with Hidden in Plain View: A Secret Story of Quilts and the
Underground Railroad. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the
thing which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can easily bring
everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your means home by train. When you are having
difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Hidden in Plain View: A Secret Story of Quilts and
the Underground Railroad in e-book can be your substitute.

Irene Forrest:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your
no cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read.
If you want to test look for book, may be the book untitled Hidden in Plain View: A Secret Story of Quilts
and the Underground Railroad can be excellent book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Patrick Myers:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its include may doesn't work the following
is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside look likes.
Maybe you answer is usually Hidden in Plain View: A Secret Story of Quilts and the Underground Railroad
why because the wonderful cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you
actually. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly guide you to pick up this book.

Patricia Whetsel:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information easier to share.
You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon.
You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to your account is Hidden in Plain View: A Secret Story of Quilts and the Underground



Railroad this publication consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This kind of
book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer value to explain it is
easy to understand. The writer made some investigation when he makes this book. This is why this book
suited all of you.
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