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This novel hinges on the battle of Monte Cassino, Italy, in World War II, covering the international
contingents and their contribution to that victory. The four month long battle at Monte Cassino in southern
Italy was one of the bloodiest in World War II. In this highly original novel, Janeczek retells that 1944 battle
from the point of view of the Maori, Gurkha, Polish, North African, small-town American and other Allied
foot soldiers who fought and died under German fire near that 6th century Benedictine abbey. Twined
through the battle is another story, a memory of the drowned and the saved in Janeczek's own family in
wartime Eastern Europe, where Jews who did not go to Nazi death camps went to Soviet gulag camps, and
sometimes survived, and even went on to fight at Monte Cassino. A powerful reflection on all the ways that
rights can be taken from us. "Helena Janeczek's novel is this: a tattoo etched on the skin, and not painlessly.
A vast design that brings together threads from all the various lives that converged in that legendary battle.
The beauty of her tale lies in its structure, the way opposites converge: the chaos of battle and the silence of
the defeated, ordinariness and the heroism of the powerless, carefully guarded memory and impetuous youth,
the past perpetually intertwined with the present." ?Roberto Saviano, author of Gomorrah
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From reader reviews:

Floyd Hatfield:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book titled The Swallows of Monte
Cassino? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time along with
your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have some other
opinion?

Luther Brown:

Precisely why? Because this The Swallows of Monte Cassino is an unordinary book that the inside of the
guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you with the secret this inside. Reading this
book alongside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such incredible way makes the content
inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for
you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot
of advantages than the other book have got such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking
means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Donald Bonilla:

This The Swallows of Monte Cassino is great book for you because the content which can be full of
information for you who always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. That book
reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can declare no rambling sentences included. So if
you are read it hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward
sentences but difficult core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having The Swallows of Monte
Cassino in your hand like finding the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one. We can say
that no e-book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen small right but this guide already do that. So ,
this really is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that?

Alan Trevino:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Swallows of Monte Cassino can be the
reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your spare time by
reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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