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In two previous books, Janet Malcolm explored the hidden sides of, respectively, institutional psychoanalysis
and Freudian biography. In this book, she examines the psychopathology of journalism. Using a strange and
unprecedented lawsuit as her larger-than-life example -- the lawsuit of Jeffrey MacDonald, a convicted
murderer, against Joe McGinniss, the author of Fatal Vision, a book about the crime -- she delves into the
always uneasy, sometimes tragic relationship that exists between journalist and subject. In Malcolm's view,
neither journalist nor subject can avoid the moral impasse that is built into the journalistic situation. When
the text first appeared, as a two-part article in The New Yorker, its thesis seemed so radical and its irony so
pitiless that journalists across the country reacted as if stung.

Her book is a work of journalism as well as an essay on journalism: it at once exemplifies and dissects its
subject. In her interviews with the leading and subsidiary characters in the MacDonald-McGinniss case -- the
principals, their lawyers, the members of the jury, and the various persons who testified as expert witnesses
at the trial -- Malcolm is always aware of herself as a player in a game that, as she points out, she cannot
lose. The journalist-subject encounter has always troubled journalists, but never before has it been looked at
so unflinchingly and so ruefully. Hovering over the narrative -- and always on the edge of the reader's
consciousness -- is the MacDonald murder case itself, which imparts to the book an atmosphere of anxiety
and uncanniness. The Journalist and the Murderer derives from and reflects many of the dominant
intellectual concerns of our time, and it will have a particular appeal for those who cherish the odd, the off-
center, and the unsolved.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Dahms:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer might be The Journalist and the Murderer why because the amazing
cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is
usually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up
this book.

Duane Coley:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This publication The Journalist and the Murderer was filled in relation to science. Spend your
spare time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they
reading any book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a publication.
In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Joshua Stpierre:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is
called of book The Journalist and the Murderer. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without making the
printed book, it can add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most significant that,
you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.

Mark Brainerd:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book The Journalist and the Murderer to make
your personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading ability is developing when you just like
reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the impression about book and
studying especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open up a book and study it. Beside that the
guide The Journalist and the Murderer can to be your new friend when you're sense alone and confuse using
what must you're doing of their time.
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