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"Oil," writes Ruth Sheldon Knowles, "is the most hazardous, expensive, heartbreaking gambling game in the
world." And, as this book dramatically proves, the men who have been the gamblers of the American oil
business have been some of the most colorful and fantastic personalities in our history.

The Greatest Gamblers is the story of our remarkable oilmen and the vast industry they have created-from its
simple beginnings in 1859 at Titusville, Pennsylvania, to the big-business oil operations of today. Here are
the wildcatters, the prospectors, the scientists, the hunch players (Mrs. Knowles points out that independent
oilmen have discovered more than three-fourths of America's oil fields). Here you will meet "unlucky" Dad
Joiner, whose fortunes changed only in his seventies when a worthless ten-acre tract of Texas wasteland
proved the key to one of America's two biggest oil fields; and H. 1. Hunt, who parlayed an oil lease he won
at a poker game into an oil business that made him one of the richest men in the United States.

Harry Sinclair ... Tom Slick … Mike Benedum … Everette DeGolyer … Charles Canfield … Edward
Doheny — the pages of this book are crowded with the stories of such men, their tough boom towns, their
dogged persistence and wild successes, and the brutal competition they faced.

But The Greatest Gambler is also the story of a prospectors' rush that has become an organized industry. An
absorbing portion of the book tells how the industry has found new uses for petroleum and its by products,
and how this sometimes involved as much heartbreak as prospecting. There were the ships that exploded
when oilmen first tried to market petroleum as marine fuel, the locomotive roundhouse that blew up when
they first tried to convert railroads to oil. Mrs. Knowles discusses knowledgeably the present predicament of
the petroleum industry and what is necessary to find and develop America's remaining great oil and gas
resources. The Greatest Gamblers is a lively and authoritative account of what is probably the most
fascinating and adventurous business of all.
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From reader reviews:

Nydia Kelly:

The book The Greatest Gamblers: The Epic of American Oil Exploration make you feel enjoy for your spare
time. You can use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you
getting anxiety or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make examining a book The
Greatest Gamblers: The Epic of American Oil Exploration to become your habit, you can get more
advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. It is possible to know
everything if you like start and read a publication The Greatest Gamblers: The Epic of American Oil
Exploration. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So ,
how do you think about this guide?

Bruce Zimmerman:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while
is reading. Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular The
Greatest Gamblers: The Epic of American Oil Exploration book as beginner and daily reading e-book. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.

Steve Diaz:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite from that.
One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already
been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Greatest Gamblers: The Epic of American
Oil Exploration, it is possible to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind
of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its identified as
reading friends.

Craig Harrison:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking The Greatest Gamblers: The
Epic of American Oil Exploration that give your fun preference will be satisfied by means of reading this
book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world much
better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior
only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of
you who want to start reading as your good habit, you could pick The Greatest Gamblers: The Epic of



American Oil Exploration become your starter.
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