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Accessible introduction to key thinkers of Marxist theory and the debate on the nature of Marxist ethics.

Marxism and Ethics is a comprehensive and highly readable introduction to the rich and complex history of
Marxist ethical theory as it has evolved over the last century and a half. Paul Blackledge argues that Marx’s
ethics of freedom underpin his revolutionary critique of capitalism. Marx’s conception of agency, he argues,
is best understood through the lens of Hegel’s synthesis of Kantian and Aristotelian ethical concepts. Marx’s
rejection of moralism is not, as suggested in crude materialist readings of his work, a dismissal of the free,
purposive, subjective dimension of action. Freedom, for Marx, is both the essence and the goal of the
socialist movement against alienation, and freedom’s concrete modern form is the movement for real
democracy against the capitalist separation of economics and politics. At the same time, Marxism and Ethics
is also a distinctive contribution to, and critique of, contemporary political philosophy, one that fashions a
powerful synthesis of the strongest elements of the Marxist tradition. Drawing on Alasdair MacIntyre’s early
contributions to British New Left debates on socialist humanism, Blackledge develops an alternative ethical
theory for the Marxist tradition, one that avoids the inadequacies of approaches framed by Kant on the one
hand and utilitarianism on the other.

Paul Blackledge is Professor of Political Theory at Leeds Metropolitan University. He is the author of Perry
Anderson, Marxism, and the New Left and Reflections on the Marxist Theory of History, and the coeditor
(with Graeme Kirkpatrick) of Historical Materialism and Social Evolution.
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From reader reviews:

Joyce Loza:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading practice give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on
what kind of book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want
truly feel happy read one with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular Marxism and
Ethics: Freedom, Desire, and Revolution (SUNY series in Radical Social and Political Theory) is kind of
guide which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Katrina White:

Typically the book Marxism and Ethics: Freedom, Desire, and Revolution (SUNY series in Radical Social
and Political Theory) will bring one to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to
describe the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to learn, this book very ideal to you.
The book Marxism and Ethics: Freedom, Desire, and Revolution (SUNY series in Radical Social and
Political Theory) is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book in the official web
site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Kermit Moors:

This Marxism and Ethics: Freedom, Desire, and Revolution (SUNY series in Radical Social and Political
Theory) is great publication for you because the content and that is full of information for you who have
always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This book reveal it data accurately using
great arrange word or we can declare no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can
have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tricky core information
with splendid delivering sentences. Having Marxism and Ethics: Freedom, Desire, and Revolution (SUNY
series in Radical Social and Political Theory) in your hand like having the world in your arm, data in it is not
ridiculous just one. We can say that no guide that offer you world in ten or fifteen tiny right but this guide
already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt this?

Karen Huff:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we
know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to
around the world. Through the book Marxism and Ethics: Freedom, Desire, and Revolution (SUNY series in
Radical Social and Political Theory) we can take more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To get
creative person must prefer to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim.
Don't always be doubt to change your life by this book Marxism and Ethics: Freedom, Desire, and



Revolution (SUNY series in Radical Social and Political Theory). You can more inviting than now.
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