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In Lyric Orientations, Hannah Vandegrift Eldridge explores the power of lyric poetry to stir the social and
emotional lives of human beings in the face of the ineffable nature of our mortality. She focuses on two
German-speaking masters of lyric prose and poetry: Friedrich Hölderlin (1770–1843) and Rainer Maria
Rilke (1875–1926). While Hölderlin and Rilke are stylistically very different, each believes in the power of
poetic language to orient us as social beings in contexts that otherwise can be alienating. They likewise share
the conviction that such alienation cannot be overcome once and for all in any universal event. Both argue
that to deny the uncertainty created by the absence of any such event (or to deny the alienation itself) is
likewise to deny the particularly human condition of uncertainty and mortality.

By drawing on the work of Stanley Cavell, who explores how language in all its formal aspects actually
enables us to engage meaningfully with the world, Eldridge challenges poststructuralist scholarship, which
stresses the limitations?even the failure?of language in the face of reality. Eldridge provides detailed
readings of Hölderlin and Rilke and positions them in a broader narrative of modernity that helps make sense
of their difficult and occasionally contradictory self-characterizations. Her account of the orienting and
engaging capabilities of language reconciles the extraordinarily ambitious claims that Hölderlin and Rilke
make for poetry?that it can create political communities, that it can change how humans relate to death, and
that it can unite the sensual and intellectual components of human subjectivity?and the often difficult,
fragmented, or hermetic nature of their individual poems.
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From reader reviews:

Kenisha Perkins:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great and also important the book Lyric Orientations: Hölderlin,
Rilke, and the Poetics of Community (Signale: Modern German Letters, Cultures, and Thought). All type of
book is it possible to see on many resources. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Dan Flood:

This Lyric Orientations: Hölderlin, Rilke, and the Poetics of Community (Signale: Modern German Letters,
Cultures, and Thought) usually are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The
main reason of this Lyric Orientations: Hölderlin, Rilke, and the Poetics of Community (Signale: Modern
German Letters, Cultures, and Thought) can be one of many great books you must have is definitely giving
you more than just simple examining food but feed you with information that perhaps will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions
both in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Lyric Orientations: Hölderlin, Rilke, and the Poetics of
Community (Signale: Modern German Letters, Cultures, and Thought) forcing you to have an enormous of
experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we know it useful in your
day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Richard Harden:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Lyric Orientations:
Hölderlin, Rilke, and the Poetics of Community (Signale: Modern German Letters, Cultures, and Thought)
which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.

Donna Canales:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also native
or citizen need book to know the up-date information of year to help year. As we know those ebooks have
many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. With the book
Lyric Orientations: Hölderlin, Rilke, and the Poetics of Community (Signale: Modern German Letters,
Cultures, and Thought) we can consider more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To get
creative person must want to read a book. Just choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't be
doubt to change your life by this book Lyric Orientations: Hölderlin, Rilke, and the Poetics of Community



(Signale: Modern German Letters, Cultures, and Thought). You can more desirable than now.
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