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Taking English culture as its representative sample, The Secret History of Domesticity asks how the modern
notion of the public-private relation emerged in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. Treating that
relation as a crucial instance of the modern division of knowledge, Michael McKeon narrates its pre-history
along with that of its essential component, domesticity.

This narrative draws upon the entire spectrum of English people's experience. At the most "public" extreme
are political developments like the formation of civil society over against the state, the rise of contractual
thinking, and the devolution of absolutism from monarch to individual subject. The middle range of
experience takes in the influence of Protestant and scientific thought, the printed publication of the private,
the conceptualization of virtual publics -- society, public opinion, the market -- and the capitalization of
production, the decline of the domestic economy, and the increase in the sexual division of labor. The most
"private" pole of experience involves the privatization of marriage, the family, and the household, and the
complex entanglement of femininity, interiority, subjectivity, and sexuality.

McKeon accounts for how the relationship between public and private experience first became intelligible as
a variable interaction of distinct modes of being -- not a static dichotomy, but a tool to think with. Richly
illustrated with nearly 100 images, including paintings, engravings, woodcuts, and a representative selection
of architectural floor plans for domestic interiors, this volume reads graphic forms to emphasize how
susceptible the public-private relation was to concrete and spatial representation. McKeon is similarly
attentive to how literary forms evoked a tangible sense of public-private relations -- among them figurative
imagery, allegorical narration, parody, the author-character-reader dialectic, aesthetic distance, and free
indirect discourse. He also finds a structural analogue for the emergence of the modern public-private
relation in the conjunction of what contemporaries called the "secret history" and the domestic novel.

A capacious and synthetic historical investigation, The Secret History of Domesticity exemplifies how the
methods of literary interpretation and historical analysis can inform and enrich one another.
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From reader reviews:

Peter Hudson:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This The Secret History of Domesticity: Public, Private, and the
Division of Knowledge (Director's Circle Book) book is readable by you who hate the perfect word style.
You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving actually decrease
the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer involving The Secret History of Domesticity: Public,
Private, and the Division of Knowledge (Director's Circle Book) content conveys the thought easily to
understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different
in the form of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking The Secret History of Domesticity: Public, Private, and
the Division of Knowledge (Director's Circle Book) is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Geneva Orta:

The knowledge that you get from The Secret History of Domesticity: Public, Private, and the Division of
Knowledge (Director's Circle Book) could be the more deep you excavating the information that hide within
the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but The
Secret History of Domesticity: Public, Private, and the Division of Knowledge (Director's Circle Book)
giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in a number of way that can be
understood through anyone who read it because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. That book
also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go together
with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this The Secret
History of Domesticity: Public, Private, and the Division of Knowledge (Director's Circle Book) instantly.

Mary Brunner:

This The Secret History of Domesticity: Public, Private, and the Division of Knowledge (Director's Circle
Book) tend to be reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The explanation of this The
Secret History of Domesticity: Public, Private, and the Division of Knowledge (Director's Circle Book) can
be one of many great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed
an individual with information that maybe will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is usually handy,
you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that
this The Secret History of Domesticity: Public, Private, and the Division of Knowledge (Director's Circle
Book) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of
critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Stacey Greene:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those



textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
From the book The Secret History of Domesticity: Public, Private, and the Division of Knowledge
(Director's Circle Book) we can acquire more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? Being creative
person must like to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't become
doubt to change your life at this time book The Secret History of Domesticity: Public, Private, and the
Division of Knowledge (Director's Circle Book). You can more pleasing than now.
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