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After the economic meltdown of 2008, Warren Buffett famously warned, “beware of geeks bearing
formulas.” But as James Weatherall demonstrates, not all geeks are created equal. While many of the
mathematicians and software engineers on Wall Street failed when their abstractions turned ugly in practice,
a special breed of physicists has a much deeper history of revolutionizing finance. Taking us from fin-de-
siècle Paris to Rat Pack-era Las Vegas, from wartime government labs to Yippie communes on the Pacific
coast, Weatherall shows how physicists successfully brought their science to bear on some of the thorniest
problems in economics, from options pricing to bubbles.

The crisis was partly a failure of mathematical modeling. But even more, it was a failure of some very
sophisticated financial institutions to think like physicists. Models—whether in science or finance—have
limitations; they break down under certain conditions. And in 2008, sophisticated models fell into the hands
of people who didn’t understand their purpose, and didn’t care. It was a catastrophic misuse of science.

The solution, however, is not to give up on models; it's to make them better. Weatherall reveals the people
and ideas on the cusp of a new era in finance. We see a geophysicist use a model designed for earthquakes to
predict a massive stock market crash. We discover a physicist-run hedge fund that earned 2,478.6% over the
course of the 1990s. And we see how an obscure idea from quantum theory might soon be used to create a
far more accurate Consumer Price Index.
Both persuasive and accessible, The Physics of Wall Street is riveting history that will change how we think
about our economic future.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Shelby:

The book The Physics of Wall Street: A Brief History of Predicting the Unpredictable can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the
great thing like a book The Physics of Wall Street: A Brief History of Predicting the Unpredictable? A few
of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim this book can give many information for us. It is
absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you
can give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book The Physics of Wall Street: A Brief History
of Predicting the Unpredictable has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for
you. You can appear the enormous world by open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Kurt Rose:

The ability that you get from The Physics of Wall Street: A Brief History of Predicting the Unpredictable
may be the more deep you looking the information that hide inside the words the more you get interested in
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but The Physics of Wall Street: A Brief
History of Predicting the Unpredictable giving you excitement feeling of reading. The writer conveys their
point in certain way that can be understood simply by anyone who read this because the author of this
publication is well-known enough. That book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Making it easy
to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this
specific The Physics of Wall Street: A Brief History of Predicting the Unpredictable instantly.

Ruby Mejia:

The Physics of Wall Street: A Brief History of Predicting the Unpredictable can be one of your basic books
that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that could
increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The author giving his/her effort that will put every word into delight arrangement in writing The
Physics of Wall Street: A Brief History of Predicting the Unpredictable nevertheless doesn't forget the main
level, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be
considered one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into new stage of crucial contemplating.

Nathan Pope:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's internal or
real their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.



Therefore , this The Physics of Wall Street: A Brief History of Predicting the Unpredictable can make you
feel more interested to read.
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