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Unearthing the fearful flesh and sinful skins at the heart of gothic horror, Jack Morgan rends the genre’s

biological core from its oft-discussed psychological elements and argues for a more transhistorical

conception of the gothic, one negatively related to comedy. The Biology of Horror: Gothic Literature and

Film dissects popular examples from the gothic literary and cinematic canon, exposing the inverted comic

paradigm within each text.

            

Morgan’s study begins with an extensive treatment of comedy as theoretically conceived by Suzanne Langer,

C. L. Barber, and Mikhail Bakhtin. Then, Morgan analyzes the physical and mythological nature of horror in

inverted comic terms, identifying a biologically grounded mythos of horror. Motifs such as sinister loci,

languishment, masquerade, and subversion of sensual perception are contextualized here as embedded in an

organic reality, resonating with biological motives and consequences. Morgan also devotes a chapter to the

migration of the gothic tradition into American horror, emphasizing the body as horror’s essential place in

American gothic.

 

The bulk of Morgan’s study is applied to popular gothic literature and films ranging from high gothic

classics like Matthew Lewis’s The Monk, Ann Radcliffe’s The Mysteries of Udolpho, Charles Maturin’s

Melmoth the Wanderer, and Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein, to later literary works such as Poe’s macabre

tales, Melville’s “Benito Cereno,” J.S. Le Fanu’s Uncle Silas, H.P. Lovecraft’s “The Shadow over

Innsmouth,” Shirley Jackson’s The Haunting of Hillhouse, Stephen King’s Salem’s Lot, and Clive Barker’s

The Damnation Game. Considered films include Nosferatu, Invasion of the Body Snatchers, Friday the 13th,

Halloween, Night of the Living Dead, Angel Heart, The Stand, and The Shining.

           

Morgan concludes his physical examination of the Gothic reality with a consideration born of Julia

Kristeva’s theoretical rubric which addresses horror’s existential and cultural significance, its lasting

fascination, and its uncanny positive—and often therapeutic—direction in literature and film.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Hamlin:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Biology of Horror: Gothic
Literature and Film is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book
serves what you want and need in this era.

Homer Smith:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This The Biology of Horror: Gothic Literature and Film book is readable simply
by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable looking at
experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer associated with
The Biology of Horror: Gothic Literature and Film content conveys the thought easily to understand by
many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different as it. So ,
do you nevertheless thinking The Biology of Horror: Gothic Literature and Film is not loveable to be your
top collection reading book?

Tamica Harris:

The particular book The Biology of Horror: Gothic Literature and Film has a lot info on it. So when you
check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous author. The writer
makes some research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you can get the point easily after
looking over this book.

Maria Couch:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this The Biology of Horror: Gothic Literature and
Film.
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