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It has long been acknowledged that Jews and Christians distinguished themselves through charity to the
poor. Though ancient Greeks and Romans were also generous, they funded theaters and baths rather than
poorhouses and orphanages. How might we explain this difference?
 
In this significant reappraisal of charity in the biblical tradition, Gary Anderson argues that the poor
constituted the privileged place where Jews and Christians met God. Though concerns for social justice were
not unknown to early Jews and Christians, the poor achieved the importance they did primarily because they
were thought to be “living altars,” a place to make a sacrifice, a loan to God that he, as the ultimate
guarantor, could be trusted to repay in turn.
 
Contrary to the assertions of Reformation and modern critiques, belief in a heavenly treasury was not just
about self-interest. Sifting through biblical and postbiblical texts, Anderson shows how charity affirms the
goodness of the created order; the world was created through charity and therefore rewards it.
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From reader reviews:

Leonard Parnell:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you
have time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that question
simply because just their can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
proper. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular Charity to read.

Steven Weathers:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Make
an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer can be Charity why because the wonderful cover that make you
consider regarding the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or
maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Wendy Kroll:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Charity was multi-colored and of course has
pictures around. As we know that book Charity has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until adolescents.
For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there.
Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try
to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading this.

Alisa Gordon:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or real their
interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that
on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Charity can make you experience more interested to read.
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