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The Will to Improve is a remarkable account of development in action. Focusing on attempts to improve
landscapes and livelihoods in Indonesia, Tania Murray Li carefully exposes the practices that enable experts
to diagnose problems and devise interventions, and the agency of people whose conduct is targeted for
reform. Deftly integrating theory, ethnography, and history, she illuminates the work of colonial officials and
missionaries; specialists in agriculture, hygiene, and credit; and political activists with their own schemes for
guiding villagers toward better ways of life. She examines donor-funded initiatives that seek to integrate
conservation with development through the participation of communities, and a one-billion-dollar program
designed by the World Bank to optimize the social capital of villagers, inculcate new habits of competition
and choice, and remake society from the bottom up.

Demonstrating that the “will to improve” has a long and troubled history, Li identifies enduring continuities
from the colonial period to the present. She explores the tools experts have used to set the conditions for
reform—tools that combine the reshaping of desires with applications of force. Attending in detail to the
highlands of Sulawesi, she shows how a series of interventions entangled with one another and tracks their
results, ranging from wealth to famine, from compliance to political mobilization, and from new solidarities
to oppositional identities and violent attack. The Will to Improve is an engaging read—conceptually
innovative, empirically rich, and alive with the actions and reflections of the targets of improvement, people
with their own critical analyses of the problems that beset them.
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From reader reviews:

Virginia Cherry:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around
the world. Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication The Will to Improve:
Governmentality, Development, and the Practice of Politics will make you to possibly be smarter. You can
feel a lot more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think in which open or
reading the book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you
searching for best book or ideal book with you?

Gail Beattie:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. As we know that book is very important normally. The book The Will to Improve: Governmentality,
Development, and the Practice of Politics has been making you to know about other knowledge and of
course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The guide The Will to Improve:
Governmentality, Development, and the Practice of Politics is not only giving you far more new information
but also to become your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to
read your reserve. Try to make relationship together with the book The Will to Improve: Governmentality,
Development, and the Practice of Politics. You never truly feel lose out for everything if you read some
books.

John Hagen:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV,
or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read a book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all
day every day to reading a publication. The book The Will to Improve: Governmentality, Development, and
the Practice of Politics it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this
book. They were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can
buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not
too costly but this book features high quality.

Patricia Rivera:

Beside that The Will to Improve: Governmentality, Development, and the Practice of Politics in your phone,
it could give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge
you are going to got here is fresh from oven so don't become worry if you feel like an outdated people live in
narrow small town. It is good thing to have The Will to Improve: Governmentality, Development, and the



Practice of Politics because this book offers to you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but
you seldom get what it's about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable
option here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find
this book in addition to read it from right now!
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