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Drawing on evidence from across the behavioural and natural sciences, this book advances a radical new
hypothesis: that madness exists as a costly consequence of the evolution of a sophisticated social brain in
Homo sapiens.

Having explained the rationale for an evolutionary approach to psychosis, the author makes a case for
psychotic illness in our living ape relatives, as well as in human ancestors. He then reviews existing
evolutionary theories of psychosis, before introducing his own thesis: that the same genes causing madness
are responsible for the evolution of our highly social brain.

Jonathan Burns’ novel Darwinian analysis of the importance of psychosis for human survival provides some
meaning for this form of suffering. It also spurs us to a renewed commitment to changing our societies in a
way that allows the mentally ill the opportunity of living.

The Descent of Madness will be of interest to those in the fields of psychiatry, psychology, sociology and
anthropology, and is also accessible to the general reader.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Cushman:

This book untitled The Descent of Madness: Evolutionary Origins of Psychosis and the Social Brain to be
one of several books in which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this guide you can get a
lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book shop or you can order it by using
online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read
this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this reserve from your list.

William Riser:

The publication with title The Descent of Madness: Evolutionary Origins of Psychosis and the Social Brain
contains a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This
specific book exist new know-how the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of
the world today. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. That book will bring
you within new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read
the item anywhere you want.

Irene Holmes:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on
book like comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting The Descent of
Madness: Evolutionary Origins of Psychosis and the Social Brain that give your satisfaction preference will
be satisfied by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people
to know world a great deal better then how they react towards the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that
reading practice only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to end up being success person.
So , for all you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you are able to pick The Descent of
Madness: Evolutionary Origins of Psychosis and the Social Brain become your own starter.

Aurora Foster:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need more time to
be read. The Descent of Madness: Evolutionary Origins of Psychosis and the Social Brain can be your
answer as it can be read by you actually who have those short time problems.
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