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With roots extending back to the first decade of the twentieth century, Nash Motor Company and the Hudson
Motor Car Company managed to compete and even prosper as independent producers until they merged in
1954 to form the American Motors Company, which itself remained independent until it was bought in 1987
by the Chrysler Corporation. In Storied Independent Automakers, renowned automotive scholar Charles K.
Hyde argues that these companies, while so far neglected by auto history scholars, made notable
contributions to automotive engineering and styling and were an important part of the American automobile
industry.

Hyde investigates how the relatively small corporations struggled in a postwar marketplace increasingly
dominated by the giant firms of Ford, General Motors, and Chrysler, which benefited from economies of
scale in styling, engineering, tooling, marketing, and sales. He examines the innovations that kept the
independents' products distinctive from those of the Big Three and allowed them to survive and sometimes
prosper against their larger competitors. Hyde also focuses on the visionary leaders who managed the
companies, including Charles Nash, Roy D. Chapin, Howard Coffin, George Mason, George Romney, and
Roy D. Chapin Jr., who have been largely unexamined by other scholars. Finally, Hyde analyzes the ultimate
failure of the American Motors Company and the legacy it left for carmakers and consumers today.

Storied Independent Automakers is based on extensive research in archival collections generated by the three
companies. Residing in large part in the DaimlerChrysler Corporate Collection, these sources have been
seldom tapped by other scholars before this volume. Auto historians and readers interested in business
history will enjoy Storied Independent Automakers.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Harmon:

The book Storied Independent Automakers: Nash, Hudson, and American Motors (Great Lakes Books
Series) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a
good thing like a book Storied Independent Automakers: Nash, Hudson, and American Motors (Great Lakes
Books Series)? A few of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim in which book can give
many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or facts that
you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Storied Independent
Automakers: Nash, Hudson, and American Motors (Great Lakes Books Series) has simple shape however
you know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by open up and read a
reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Nicole Reagan:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline Storied
Independent Automakers: Nash, Hudson, and American Motors (Great Lakes Books Series) suitable to you?
The book was written by famous writer in this era. The particular book untitled Storied Independent
Automakers: Nash, Hudson, and American Motors (Great Lakes Books Series)is one of several books that
will everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this
guide you will enter the new shape that you ever know previous to. The author explained their concept in the
simple way, therefore all of people can easily to recognise the core of this book. This book will give you a lot
of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world with this book.

Ruth Westlund:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you learn a book you
can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, because book has a lot
of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have read. If
you would like get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The Storied Independent
Automakers: Nash, Hudson, and American Motors (Great Lakes Books Series) provide you with new
experience in reading through a book.

Julie Slocum:

E-book is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. By
book Storied Independent Automakers: Nash, Hudson, and American Motors (Great Lakes Books Series) we
can have more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To become creative person must want to read a



book. Just choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at
this book Storied Independent Automakers: Nash, Hudson, and American Motors (Great Lakes Books
Series). You can more pleasing than now.
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