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The memoirs of General der Flieger a.D. Alfred Mahncke are the first from a former General of the German
Luftwaffe to be published in the English language since those of Generalfeldmarschall Albert Kesselring in
1953. Since then, thousands of books have been written on every aspect of the Luftwaffe’s history,
development, personalities, aircraft, campaigns, operations and ultimate defeat. But the historiography has
lacked a fresh, detailed and personal insight into the leadership and command of the Luftwaffe from its
earliest years through to the period of crisis which ensued after the tragedy of Stalingrad. Alfred Mahncke’s
For Kaiser and Hitler rectifies this omission, providing those with an interest in the history of the German
military machine with an absorbing, detailed, highly readable and evocative account of life within the
Luftwaffe at senior command level.Yet Mahncke’s account is much more than that – for as he states, his is a
story spanning ‘…the national autocracy of the Monarchy and the unsuccessful parliamentary democracy of
the Weimar Republic, to the failed National Socialist dictatorship.’ It is also a chronicle of the very
beginnings of military aviation. Mahncke was among the first German military aviators and flew with the
Kaiser’s fledgling air unit in 1911, witnessing and experiencing the exhilaration – and dangers – of flying in
some of the earliest military planes. He met the Kaiser, the German Crown Prince and various members of
the Imperial royal family, as well as Hindenburg and many prominent German political and military figures.
He flew in an early Zeppelin airship. By the outbreak of the First World War, Mahncke was an experienced
pilot and he flew subsequently over the Western and Eastern Fronts, before assuming staff positions in
France and Russia where he controlled tactical air operations. He went on a dive in a German U-boat in 1915
and later traveled to Palestine. He also suffered, and describes in highly graphic and emotional terms, the
carnage and horror of the trench warfare on the Western Front in 1917.In the ‘dark years’ of the interwar
period following in the wake of the Versailles Treaty, Mahncke served in senior positions with the military
police and his writing offers a valuable insight into life in the Weimar Republic and of the uncomfortable
rise of National Socialism and Adolf Hitler – whom he first met in 1933 – from the viewpoint of the German
conservative middle classes and the military. He met Charles Lindbergh and attended the controversial 1936
Olympic Games in Berlin as well as the Nuremberg rallies where he shared a podium with the Führer.In
1935, he joined the fledgling Luftwaffe, experiencing – from his position as overseer and champion of air
sport in the Third Reich – at firsthand the politics, personalities and measures of stealth used to rebuild
German air power under Nazi control. He witnessed, and describes vividly, the emergence of an awesome –
but not flawless – new force in aviation and its eventual deployment in Hitler’s invasion of Russia in June
1941, culminating in the drive into the Caucasus and Crimea and the advance on the Volga. Mahncke was
deeply involved in Luftwaffe operations at Stalingrad and later in the Kuban in 1943, before moving to Italy,
where he coordinated the desperate German air defense of Sicily ahead of the slow, tenacious defense and
ultimate retreat through the Italian mainland throughout 1943 and 1944.Mahncke met and worked with
Göring, Udet, Milch, Kesselring, Jeschonnek, von Richthofen and many other senior commanders of the
Luftwaffe and German armed forces. He describes their strengths and weaknesses, as well as their vision – or
lack of it.For Kaiser and Hitler is unapologetic, honest, readable and engaging. It provides an intriguing
insight for those with an interest in the air power and military history of the First World War and the Third
Reich and forms an important resource for scholarship.Translator Jochen O.E.O. (Jo...
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From reader reviews:

Donald Calderon:

This For Kaiser and Hitler: From Military Aviator to High Command - The Memoirs of Luftwaffe General
Alfred Mahncke 1910-1945 are reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The explanation of
this For Kaiser and Hitler: From Military Aviator to High Command - The Memoirs of Luftwaffe General
Alfred Mahncke 1910-1945 can be one of many great books you must have is actually giving you more than
just simple studying food but feed anyone with information that probably will shock your prior knowledge.
This book is definitely handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-
book and printed ones. Beside that this For Kaiser and Hitler: From Military Aviator to High Command -
The Memoirs of Luftwaffe General Alfred Mahncke 1910-1945 giving you an enormous of experience for
instance rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that could it useful in your day pastime. So ,
let's have it and enjoy reading.

Gene Kistler:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this For
Kaiser and Hitler: From Military Aviator to High Command - The Memoirs of Luftwaffe General Alfred
Mahncke 1910-1945, you can tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours e-book. Your
knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a publication.

Emma Peterson:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity have you got when the
spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the book you have read
will be For Kaiser and Hitler: From Military Aviator to High Command - The Memoirs of Luftwaffe General
Alfred Mahncke 1910-1945.

Carlos Moses:

The book untitled For Kaiser and Hitler: From Military Aviator to High Command - The Memoirs of
Luftwaffe General Alfred Mahncke 1910-1945 contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains the
girl idea with easy way. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to



read that. The book was written by famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of time of
literary works. You can easily read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or program, so you
can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open
their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice go through.
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