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From the author of the widely acclaimed debut novel Seating Arrangements, winner of the Dylan Thomas
Prize and the Los Angeles Times Book Prize for First Fiction: a gorgeously written, fiercely compelling
glimpse into the demanding world of professional ballet and its magnetic hold over two generations.

Astonish Me is the irresistible story of Joan, a young American dancer who helps a Soviet ballet star, the
great Arslan Rusakov, defect in 1975. A flash of fame and a passionate love affair follow, but Joan knows
that, onstage and off, she is destined to remain in the background. She will never possess Arslan, and she will
never be a prima ballerina. She will rise no higher than the corps, one dancer among many.
After her relationship with Arslan sours, Joan plots to make a new life for herself. She quits ballet, marries a
good man, and settles in California with him and their son, Harry. But as the years pass, Joan comes to
understand that ballet isn’t finished with her yet, for there is no mistaking that Harry is a prodigy. Through
Harry, Joan is pulled back into a world she thought she’d left behind—back into dangerous secrets, and back,
inevitably, to Arslan.

Combining a sweeping, operatic plot with subtly observed characters, Maggie Shipstead gives us a novel of
stunning intensity and deft psychological nuance. Gripping, dramatic, and brilliantly conjured, Astonish Me
confirms Shipstead’s range and ability and raises provocative questions about the nature of talent, the
choices we must make in search of fulfillment, and how we square the yearning for comfort with the
demands of art. 

This eBook edition includes a Reading Group Guide.
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From reader reviews:

Dennis Thorpe:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Astonish Me: A novel (Vintage Contemporaries). Try to
face the book Astonish Me: A novel (Vintage Contemporaries) as your pal. It means that it can for being
your friend when you truly feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very
fortuned in your case. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know almost
everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Henry Robinson:

Here thing why that Astonish Me: A novel (Vintage Contemporaries) are different and trusted to be yours.
First of all looking at a book is good but it really depends in the content of it which is the content is as
delicious as food or not. Astonish Me: A novel (Vintage Contemporaries) giving you information deeper as
different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no e-book that similar with Astonish Me: A
novel (Vintage Contemporaries). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own personal eyes
about the thing in which happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. It is possible
to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your way home by train. When you are having difficulties
in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Astonish Me: A novel (Vintage Contemporaries) in e-book
can be your substitute.

Christina Mundell:

The knowledge that you get from Astonish Me: A novel (Vintage Contemporaries) will be the more deep
you rooting the information that hide inside words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean
that this book is hard to know but Astonish Me: A novel (Vintage Contemporaries) giving you joy feeling of
reading. The writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by means of anyone who
read the item because the author of this book is well-known enough. This book also makes your vocabulary
increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We propose you for having that Astonish Me: A novel (Vintage Contemporaries) instantly.

Mary Nixon:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in comparison with can
satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find book that need more time to be examine.
Astonish Me: A novel (Vintage Contemporaries) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by an
individual who have those short extra time problems.
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