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Punctuated with remarkable case studies, this book explores extraordinary encounters between
hermaphrodites--people born with "ambiguous" sexual anatomy--and the medical and scientific professionals
who grappled with them. Alice Dreger focuses on events in France and Britain in the late nineteenth century,
a moment of great tension for questions of sex roles. While feminists, homosexuals, and anthropological
explorers openly questioned the natures and purposes of the two sexes, anatomical hermaphrodites suggested
a deeper question: just how many human sexes are there? Ultimately hermaphrodites led doctors and
scientists to another surprisingly difficult question: what is sex, really?

Hermaphrodites and the Medical Invention of Sex takes us inside the doctors' chambers to see how and why
medical and scientific men constructed sex, gender, and sexuality as they did, and especially how the
material conformation of hermaphroditic bodies--when combined with social exigencies--forced peculiar
constructions. Throughout the book Dreger indicates how this history can help us to understand present-day
conceptualizations of sex, gender, and sexuality. This leads to an epilogue, where the author discusses and
questions the protocols employed today in the treatment of intersexuals (people born hermaphroditic). Given
the history she has recounted, should these protocols be reconsidered and revised?

A meticulously researched account of a fascinating problem in the history of medicine, this book will compel
the attention of historians, physicians, medical ethicists, intersexuals themselves, and anyone interested in the
meanings and foundations of sexual identity.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Brown:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And
you have time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should answer that question
due to the fact just their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular Hermaphrodites and the
Medical Invention of Sex to read.

Anderson Austin:

This Hermaphrodites and the Medical Invention of Sex book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the
world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is definitely information inside this
reserve incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will
get. This particular Hermaphrodites and the Medical Invention of Sex without we understand teach the one
who reading through it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Hermaphrodites
and the Medical Invention of Sex can bring when you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves'
grow to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Hermaphrodites and the
Medical Invention of Sex having great arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not sense
uninterested in reading.

Herbert Mikula:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name Hermaphrodites
and the Medical Invention of Sex suitable to you? The actual book was written by well-known writer in this
era. The book untitled Hermaphrodites and the Medical Invention of Sexis the one of several books this
everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this
publication you will enter the new age that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their concept in
the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to understand the core of this guide. This book will give
you a lot of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Christina Bales:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you examine a book
you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you
have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The
Hermaphrodites and the Medical Invention of Sex provide you with a new experience in reading through a



book.
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