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Is a total renunciation of clothing a prerequisite to attaining salvation? In Gender and Salvation, P. S. Jaini
brings to light heretofore untranslated texts centering on a centuries-old debate between the two principal
Jaina sects, the Digambaras and the Svetambaras. At the core of the debate is the question: should gender-
based differences of biology and life experience condition or limit an individual's ability to accomplish the
ultimate religious goal?

For the Digambaras, the example of total nudity set by Mahavira (599-527 B.C.), the central spiritual figure
of Jainism, mandates an identical practice for all who aspire to the highest levels of religious attainment. For
the Svetambaras, the renunciation necessary occurs purely on an internal level and is neither affected nor
confirmed by the absence of clothes. Both sects agree, however, that nudity is not permitted for women
under any circumstances. The Digambaras, therefore, believe that a woman cannot attain salvation, while the
Svetambaras believe they can. Through their analysis of this dilemma, the Jaina thinkers whose texts are
translated here demonstrate a level of insight into the material and spiritual constraints on women that
transcends the particular question of salvation and relates directly to current debates on the effects of gender
in our own society.
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From reader reviews:

Jane Nelsen:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who don't like studying
a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well, probably
you will want this Gender and Salvation: Jaina Debates on the Spiritual Liberation of Women.

Arnold Browning:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Gender and Salvation: Jaina
Debates on the Spiritual Liberation of Women book because this book offers you rich information and
knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you
know.

Sylvia Alexander:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Gender and Salvation: Jaina Debates
on the Spiritual Liberation of Women e-book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make
book that could be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written with good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still
uncertainty Gender and Salvation: Jaina Debates on the Spiritual Liberation of Women as good book but not
only by the cover but also by the content. This is one guide that can break don't evaluate book by its protect,
so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense
already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Raymond Nelson:

You may spend your free time to see this book this guide. This Gender and Salvation: Jaina Debates on the
Spiritual Liberation of Women is simple to develop you can read it in the area, in the beach, train along with
soon. If you did not possess much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the particular e-
book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a
lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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