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A lauded contribution to historical sociology, Class and the Color Line is an analysis of social-movement
organizing across racial lines in the American South during the 1880s and the 1890s. The Knights of Labor
and the Populists were the largest and most influential movements of their day, as well as the first to
undertake large-scale organizing in the former Confederate states, where they attempted to recruit African
Americans as fellow workers and voters.

While scholars have long debated whether the Knights and the Populists were genuine in their efforts to
cross the color line, Joseph Gerteis shifts attention from that question to those of how, where, and when the
movements’ organizers drew racial boundaries. Arguing that the movements were simultaneously racially
inclusive and exclusive, Gerteis explores the connections between race and the movements’ economic and
political interests in their cultural claims and in the dynamics of local organizing.

Interpreting data from the central journals of the Knights of Labor and the two major Populist organizations,
the Farmers’ Alliance and the People’s Party, Gerteis explains how the movements made sense of the tangled
connections between race, class, and republican citizenship. He considers how these collective narratives
motivated action in specific contexts: in Richmond and Atlanta in the case of the Knights of Labor, and in
Virginia and Georgia in that of the Populists. Gerteis demonstrates that the movements’ collective narratives
galvanized interracial organizing to varying degrees in different settings. At the same time, he illuminates the
ways that interracial organizing was enabled or constrained by local material, political, and social conditions.
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From reader reviews:

Sheila Walker:

This Class and the Color Line: Interracial Class Coalition in the Knights of Labor and the Populist
Movement (Politics, History, and Culture) tend to be reliable for you who want to become a successful
person, why. The reason of this Class and the Color Line: Interracial Class Coalition in the Knights of Labor
and the Populist Movement (Politics, History, and Culture) can be one of the great books you must have is
definitely giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you with information that probably will
shock your earlier knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and
whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Class and the Color Line:
Interracial Class Coalition in the Knights of Labor and the Populist Movement (Politics, History, and
Culture) giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking
that could it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Susan Burroughs:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a
lot of new info. When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of a
number of ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person
more imaginative. When you reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine
the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When
you read this Class and the Color Line: Interracial Class Coalition in the Knights of Labor and the Populist
Movement (Politics, History, and Culture), it is possible to tells your family, friends and also soon about
yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a reserve.

Mary Williams:

This Class and the Color Line: Interracial Class Coalition in the Knights of Labor and the Populist
Movement (Politics, History, and Culture) is completely new way for you who has fascination to look for
some information since it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge
more you know or else you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Class and the Color Line:
Interracial Class Coalition in the Knights of Labor and the Populist Movement (Politics, History, and
Culture) can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by
simply anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yep I mean in
the e-book application form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel tired even dizzy this book
is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It
should be here for a person. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book style for your better life in addition to
knowledge.



Donald Howard:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of news. In
this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social such
as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to find
the Class and the Color Line: Interracial Class Coalition in the Knights of Labor and the Populist Movement
(Politics, History, and Culture) when you essential it?
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