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Following 9/11, Americans were swept up in a near hysteria-level fear of terrorists, especially of Islamic
extremists working domestically. The government and media reports stoked fears that people living in the
US have the desire and means to wreak extreme havoc and destruction. Early reports estimated slightly more
than 300 al Qaeda operatives living in the United States. It wasn't long before this number became 2,000 or
5,000 domestic terrorists. As these estimates snowballed, so did spending on federal counterterrorism
organizations and measures, spending which now totals over a trillion dollars. The federal government
launched more covert operations in the name of fighting terrorist adversaries than they did in the entirety of
the forty-five year Cold War. For each apprehension of a credible terrorist suspect, the US government
created or re-organized two counterterrorism organizations. The scale of these efforts has been enormous, yet
somehow they have not been proven to make Americans feels safe from what they perceive to be a massive
terrorist threat. But how well-founded is this fear? Is the threat of terrorism in the United States as vast as it
seems and are counterterrorism efforts effective and appropriately-scaled?

It has not, statistically speaking, been efficient or successful. Only one alarm in 10,000 has proven to be a
legitimate threat-the rest are what the authors refer to as "ghosts." These ghosts are enormous drains on
resources and contribute to a countrywide paranoia that has resulted in widespread support and minimal
critical questioning of massive expenditures and infringements on civil liberties, including invasions of
privacy and questionably legal imprisonments. In Chasing Ghosts, John Mueller and Mark Stewart argue that
the "ghost chase" occupying American fears, law enforcement, and federal spending persists because the
public believes that there exists in the US a dire and significant threat of terrorism. The authors seek to
analyze to what degree this is a true and to what degree the threat posed by terrorists in the US defends the
extraordinary costs currently put towards their investigation.

The chance that an American will be killed by a terrorist domestically in any given year is about one in four
million (under present conditions). Yet despite this statistically low risk and the extraordinary amount of
resources put towards combatting threats, Americans do not profess to feel any safer from terrorists. Until
the true threat of domestic terrorism is analyzed and understood, the country cannot begin to confront
whether our pursuit of ghosts is worth the cost.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Mejia:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Atomic Obsession: Nuclear Alarmism from Hiroshima to Al-Qaeda book is
readable simply by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for
enjoyable examining experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you.
The writer connected with Atomic Obsession: Nuclear Alarmism from Hiroshima to Al-Qaeda content
conveys objective easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
articles but it just different by means of it. So , do you still thinking Atomic Obsession: Nuclear Alarmism
from Hiroshima to Al-Qaeda is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

James Chavez:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving Atomic Obsession: Nuclear
Alarmism from Hiroshima to Al-Qaeda that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading
this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world much
better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine
only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who
want to start looking at as your good habit, you may pick Atomic Obsession: Nuclear Alarmism from
Hiroshima to Al-Qaeda become your personal starter.

Bradley Bishop:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find book that need more
time to be learn. Atomic Obsession: Nuclear Alarmism from Hiroshima to Al-Qaeda can be your answer
given it can be read by a person who have those short extra time problems.

Sherry Nicholson:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or even
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or real their
passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this
period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Atomic Obsession: Nuclear Alarmism from Hiroshima to Al-Qaeda can make you
sense more interested to read.
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