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This is the first English translation of the earliest-known book-length biography of an African woman, and
one of the few lives of an African woman written by Africans before the nineteenth century. As such, it
provides an exceedingly rare and valuable picture of the experiences and thoughts of Africans, especially
women, before the modern era. It is also an extraordinary account of a remarkable life—full of vivid
dialogue, heartbreak, and triumph.

The Life and Struggles of Our Mother Walatta Petros (1672) tells the story of an Ethiopian saint who led a
successful nonviolent movement to preserve African Christian beliefs in the face of European
protocolonialism. When the Jesuits tried to convert the Ethiopians from their ancient form of Christianity,
Walatta Petros (1592–1642), a noblewoman and the wife of one of the emperor’s counselors, risked her life
by leaving her husband, who supported the conversion effort, and leading the struggle against the Jesuits.
After her death, her disciples wrote this book, praising her as a friend of women, a devoted reader, a skilled
preacher, and a radical leader. One of the earliest stories of African resistance to European influence, this
biography also provides a picture of domestic life, including Walatta Petros’s life-long relationship with a
female companion.

Richly illustrated with dozens of color illustrations from early manuscripts, this groundbreaking volume
provides an authoritative and highly readable translation along with an extensive introduction. Other features
include a chronology of Walatta Petros’s life, maps, a comprehensive glossary, and detailed notes on textual
variants.
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From reader reviews:

Lea Wheeler:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the world,
what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has various
personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't desire do that. You
must know how great and also important the book The Life and Struggles of Our Mother Walatta Petros: A
Seventeenth-Century African Biography of an Ethiopian Woman. All type of book are you able to see on
many solutions. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Andres Edelman:

The actual book The Life and Struggles of Our Mother Walatta Petros: A Seventeenth-Century African
Biography of an Ethiopian Woman will bring that you the new experience of reading a book. The author
style to elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to learn, this book very ideal to you.
The book The Life and Struggles of Our Mother Walatta Petros: A Seventeenth-Century African Biography
of an Ethiopian Woman is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from the
official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Brenda Villa:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may have
it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This The Life and Struggles of Our Mother Walatta Petros:
A Seventeenth-Century African Biography of an Ethiopian Woman can give you a lot of friends because by
you investigating this one book you have thing that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting
person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that
probably your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than different make you to be great people. So , why
hesitate? We need to have The Life and Struggles of Our Mother Walatta Petros: A Seventeenth-Century
African Biography of an Ethiopian Woman.

Hazel Mercado:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book and also novel and The Life and Struggles of Our Mother Walatta
Petros: A Seventeenth-Century African Biography of an Ethiopian Woman or maybe others sources were
given understanding for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel need to read more and more.
Science book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those books are helping them to increase
their knowledge. In some other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes The Life and Struggles of
Our Mother Walatta Petros: A Seventeenth-Century African Biography of an Ethiopian Woman to make
your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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