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Based on the rare and until now overlooked journal of a Renaissance-era executioner, the noted historian Joel
F. Harrington's The Faithful Executioner takes us deep inside the alien world and thinking of Meister Frantz
Schmidt of Nuremberg, who, during forty-five years as a professional executioner, personally put to death
394 individuals and tortured, flogged, or disfigured many hundreds more. But the picture that emerges of
Schmidt from his personal papers is not that of a monster. Could a man who routinely practiced such cruelty
also be insightful, compassionate—even progressive?
In The Faithful Executioner, Harrington vividly re-creates a life filled with stark contrasts, from the young
apprentice's rigorous training under his executioner father to the adult Meister Frantz's juggling of familial
duties with his work in the torture chamber and at the scaffold. With him we encounter brutal highwaymen,
charming swindlers, and tragic unwed mothers accused of infanticide, as well as patrician senators, godly
chaplains, and corrupt prison guards. Harrington teases out the hidden meanings and drama of Schmidt's
journal, uncovering a touching tale of inherited shame and attempted redemption for the social pariah and his
children. The Faithful Executioner offers not just the compelling firsthand perspective of a professional
torturer and killer, but testimony of one man's lifelong struggle to reconcile his bloody craft with his deep
religious faith.
The biography of an ordinary man struggling for his soul, this groundbreaking book also offers an
unparalleled panoramic view of Europe on the cusp of modernity, a society riven by violent conflict at all
levels and encumbered by paranoia, superstition, and abuses of power. Thanks to an extraordinary historical
source and its gifted interpreter, we recognize far more of ourselves than we might have expected in this
intimate portrait of a professional killer from a faraway world.
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From reader reviews:

Jason Carr:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline The Faithful
Executioner: Life and Death, Honor and Shame in the Turbulent Sixteenth Century suitable to you? Often
the book was written by well known writer in this era. Often the book untitled The Faithful Executioner: Life
and Death, Honor and Shame in the Turbulent Sixteenth Centuryis the one of several books in which
everyone read now. That book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this book you will
enter the new way of measuring that you ever know before. The author explained their plan in the simple
way, so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this book. This book will give you a lot of
information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world with this book.

Kathryn Mullins:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer may be The Faithful Executioner: Life and Death, Honor and Shame in the
Turbulent Sixteenth Century why because the great cover that make you consider concerning the content will
not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Patricia Carter:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The Faithful Executioner: Life and Death, Honor
and Shame in the Turbulent Sixteenth Century was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know
that book The Faithful Executioner: Life and Death, Honor and Shame in the Turbulent Sixteenth Century
has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read
and believe you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers up
you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading which.

Barbara Davis:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose the book The Faithful Executioner: Life and Death, Honor
and Shame in the Turbulent Sixteenth Century to make your current reading is interesting. Your personal
skill of reading ability is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy
to read it and mingle the impression about book and examining especially. It is to be initial opinion for you
to like to start a book and read it. Beside that the e-book The Faithful Executioner: Life and Death, Honor
and Shame in the Turbulent Sixteenth Century can to be your brand-new friend when you're truly feel alone
and confuse with the information must you're doing of these time.
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