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Desmond M. Clarke presents new translations of three of the first feminist tracts to support explicitly the
equality of the sexes. The alleged inferiority of women's nature and the corresponding roles that women were
(in)capable of exercising in society was debated in Western culture from the civilization of ancient Greece to
the establishment of early Christian churches. There had also been some proponents of women's superiority
(in comparison with men) prior to the early modern period. In contrast with both of these claims, the
seventeenth century witnessed the first publications that argued for the equality of men and women. Among
the most articulate and original defenders of that view were Marie le Jars de Gournay, Anna Maria van
Schurman, and Francois Poulain de la Barre. Gournay published The Equality of Men and Women in Paris in
1622, while one of her Dutch correspondents, Van Schurman, published in Latin her Dissertation in support
of women's education in 1641. Poulain wrote a radical Physical and Moral Discourse concerning the
Equality of Both Sexes in 1673, which he also published in Paris. These three feminist tracts transformed the
language and conceptual framework in which questions about women's equality or otherwise were
subsequently discussed. During the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, anonymous plagiarized editions and
pirated translations of Poulain's work appeared in English, as 'vindications' of the rights of women. This
edition includes new translations, from French and Latin, of these three key texts, and excerpts from the
authors' related writings, together with an extensive introduction to the religious and philosophical context
within which they argued against the traditional view of women's natural inferiority to men.
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From reader reviews:

Blair Kennedy:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important normally. The book The Equality of the Sexes: Three Feminist Texts
of the Seventeenth Century had been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take
more information. It is rather advantages for you. The reserve The Equality of the Sexes: Three Feminist
Texts of the Seventeenth Century is not only giving you more new information but also to be your friend
when you sense bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship
while using book The Equality of the Sexes: Three Feminist Texts of the Seventeenth Century. You never
truly feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Andre Botsford:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Equality of the Sexes: Three Feminist
Texts of the Seventeenth Century is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since
this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Albert Fragoso:

The Equality of the Sexes: Three Feminist Texts of the Seventeenth Century can be one of your basic books
that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that
could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort to set every word into pleasure arrangement in writing
The Equality of the Sexes: Three Feminist Texts of the Seventeenth Century but doesn't forget the main
point, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource details that maybe you can be
certainly one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into new stage of crucial imagining.

Adrienne Helms:

Beside this particular The Equality of the Sexes: Three Feminist Texts of the Seventeenth Century in your
phone, it might give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and
the knowledge you can got here is fresh in the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an aged people
live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have The Equality of the Sexes: Three Feminist Texts of the
Seventeenth Century because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you at times have
book but you don't get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this inside
your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book as well as read it from now!
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