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The social contract of public universities—the progressive idea that any citizen who meets specified
academic conditions can gain entry to their state university—has profoundly shaped American society. This
book offers the first comprehensive examination of admission policies and practices at public universities.
Using the University of California, the nation's largest public research university and among its most
selective, as an illuminating case study, it explores historical and contemporary debates over affirmative
action, gender, class, standardized testing, and the growing influences of privatization and globalization, and
indeed the very purpose and future of these important public institutions.

The United States has been the world leader in developing mass higher education, using its pioneering
network of public universities to promote socioeconomic mobility and national economic competitiveness.
But the author warns that access and graduation rates have stagnated and may even be declining, particularly
among younger students. Other countries, including key members of the European Union, along with China,
India, and other developing nations, are aggressively reshaping and expanding their higher education
systems. The “American advantage” of a high-quality and high-access higher education system is waning.
The closing chapters explore why this is the case and the consequences within an increasingly competitive
global economy.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Darby:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important usually. The book The Conditions for Admission: Access, Equity, and the Social
Contract of Public Universities seemed to be making you to know about other know-how and of course you
can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The reserve The Conditions for Admission: Access,
Equity, and the Social Contract of Public Universities is not only giving you a lot more new information but
also to become your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your
e-book. Try to make relationship with all the book The Conditions for Admission: Access, Equity, and the
Social Contract of Public Universities. You never experience lose out for everything should you read some
books.

Cassie Merritt:

The book The Conditions for Admission: Access, Equity, and the Social Contract of Public Universities has
a lot details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very
famous author. The author makes some research prior to write this book. That book very easy to read you
may get the point easily after perusing this book.

Karla Walker:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find publication that need
more time to be go through. The Conditions for Admission: Access, Equity, and the Social Contract of
Public Universities can be your answer because it can be read by you actually who have those short spare
time problems.

Johnny Cahill:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Conditions for Admission: Access,
Equity, and the Social Contract of Public Universities can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you
know. You are and so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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