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Beauty is not a myth.  According to scientist and psychologist Nancy Etcoff, the pursuit of beauty is neither a
cultural construction, an invention of Madison Avenue, nor a backlash against feminism.

Survival of the Prettiest, the first in-depth scientific inquiry into the nature of human beauty, posits that
beauty is an essential and ineradicable part of human nature, from what makes a face beautiful to the deepest
questions about the human condition.  Every human civilization has revered beauty, pursued it at enormous
costs, and endured both the tragic and the comic consequences of that pursuit.

Provocative, witty, and insightful, Etcoff sheds light on every aspect of human beauty, including why we
devour  fashion magazines, check our waistlines, and gaze longingly at objects of desire.  Informed by state-
of-the-art theories of the human mind from cognitive science and evolutionary biology, Survival of the
Prettiest tells us why gentlemen prefer blondes, why high heels have never gone out of style, why eyebrows
are plucked and hair is coiffed.  Etcoff also explains how sexual preference is guided by ancient rules that
make us most attracted to those with whom we are most likely to reproduce.  Research on why we find infant
features irresistibly attractive, as well as controversial new work that suggests parents show more affection to
attractive newborns, is part of a broad investigation that includes insights into how beauty influences our
perceptions, attitudes, and behavior toward others.

When the attainment of beauty is viewed in the context of a Darwinian struggle for survival, many of the
most extreme practices surrounding our looks, such as body piercing and serial plastic surgeries, suddenly
seem less outlandish.  In fact, those very practices may ensure the survival of our genes.  Agree or disagree,
you will never think about human beauty the same way again.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Brandon Riddle:

The feeling that you get from Survival of the Prettiest: The Science of Beauty will be the more deep you
rooting the information that hide into the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean
that this book is hard to know but Survival of the Prettiest: The Science of Beauty giving you buzz feeling of
reading. The article writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood through anyone
who read this because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your
current vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We suggest you for having this particular Survival of the Prettiest: The Science of
Beauty instantly.

Carrie Wakefield:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of several ways
to share the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When you read
this Survival of the Prettiest: The Science of Beauty, it is possible to tells your family, friends and soon about
yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a reserve.

Keith Abell:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV,
as well as playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different you
can read any book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a e-book. The book Survival of the Prettiest: The Science of Beauty it is extremely
good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this
book. Should you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the particular e-book. You
can m0ore easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book
provides high quality.

Jeffrey Channell:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This guide Survival of the Prettiest: The Science of Beauty was filled with
regards to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence.
Some people has different feel when they reading the book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you



can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you just
wanted.
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