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The precautionary principle--which holds that action to address threats of serious or irreversible
environmental harm should be taken even in the absence of scientific certainty--has been accepted as a key
feature of environmental law throughout the European Union. In the United States, however, it is still widely
unknown, and much of what has been written on the topic takes a negative view. Precautionary Politics
provides a comprehensive analysis of the precautionary principle--its origins and development, its meaning
and rationale, its theoretical context, and its policy implications. Kerry Whiteside looks at the application of
the principle (and the controversies it has stirred) and compares European and American attitudes toward it
and toward environmental regulation in general.Too often, Whiteside argues, American critics of the
precautionary principle pay insufficient attention to how the principle has been debated, refined, and
elaborated elsewhere. Precautionary Politics fills this gap. Whiteside demonstrates the different responses of
Europe and the United States, first by describing the controversy over genetically modified crops, and then
by using this example throughout the book to illustrate application of the precautionary principle in different
contexts. He contrasts the European view that new types of risk require specially adapted modes of
regulation with the American method of science-based risk assessment, and argues that despite Bush
administration opposition, U.S.-European convergence on precaution is possible. Finally, he looks at the
ways in which participatory innovation can help produce environmentally positive results. Whiteside's
systematic defense of the precautionary principle will be an important resource for students, scholars,
activists, and policymakers and is particularly suitable for classroom use.
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From reader reviews:

Rita Heil:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining
a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Precautionary Politics: Principle
and Practice in Confronting Environmental Risk (Urban and Industrial Environments) book because book
offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no
doubt in it you probably know this.

Deanna Christianson:

Often the book Precautionary Politics: Principle and Practice in Confronting Environmental Risk (Urban and
Industrial Environments) has a lot info on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The
book was authored by the very famous author. Tom makes some research ahead of write this book. This
specific book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after looking over this book.

Federico Crouch:

Precautionary Politics: Principle and Practice in Confronting Environmental Risk (Urban and Industrial
Environments) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight
away because this reserve has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in language, easy to
understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort that will put
every word into delight arrangement in writing Precautionary Politics: Principle and Practice in Confronting
Environmental Risk (Urban and Industrial Environments) nevertheless doesn't forget the main position,
giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource information that maybe you can be among it.
This great information could drawn you into completely new stage of crucial thinking.

Derrick Minor:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is created or printed or created from each source that will filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the Precautionary Politics: Principle and Practice in Confronting Environmental Risk (Urban
and Industrial Environments) when you essential it?
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