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If the US continues with its current policies, the next decades will be marked by war, economic collapse, and
environmental catastrophe. Resource depletion and population pressures are about to catch up with us, and
no one is prepared. The political elites, especially in the US, are incapable of dealing with the situation and
have in mind a punishing game of “Last One Standing.”

The alternative is “Powerdown,” a strategy that will require tremendous effort and economic sacrifice in
order to reduce per-capita resource usage in wealthy countries, develop alternative energy sources, distribute
resources more equitably, and reduce the human population humanely but systematically over time. While
civil society organizations push for a mild version of this, the vast majority of the world’s people are in the
dark, not understanding the challenges ahead, nor the options realistically available.

Powerdown speaks frankly to these dilemmas. Avoiding cynicism and despair, it begins with an overview of
the likely impacts of oil and natural gas depletion and then outlines four options for industrial societies
during the next decades:

Last One Standing: the path of competition for remaining resources;
Powerdown: the path of cooperation, conservation and sharing;
Waiting for a Magic Elixir: wishful thinking, false hopes, and denial;
Building Lifeboats: the path of community solidarity and preservation.

Finally, the book explores how three important groups within global society—the power elites, the
opposition to the elites (the antiwar and antiglobalization movements, et al: the “Other Superpower”), and
ordinary people—are likely to respond to these four options. Timely, accessible and eloquent, Powerdown is
crucial reading for our times.

Richard Heinberg is an award-winning author of five previous books, including The Party’s Over: Oil, War
and the Fate of Industrial Societies. A member of the Core Faculty of New College of California, he lives in
Santa Rosa, California.
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From reader reviews:

James Shafer:

This Powerdown: Options and Actions for a Post-Carbon World are reliable for you who want to be a
successful person, why. The reason why of this Powerdown: Options and Actions for a Post-Carbon World
can be one of many great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple studying food
but feed an individual with information that possibly will shock your before knowledge. This book is
actually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed
types. Beside that this Powerdown: Options and Actions for a Post-Carbon World giving you an enormous of
experience like rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that could it useful in your day activity.
So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Brenda Gregg:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept Powerdown:
Options and Actions for a Post-Carbon World suitable to you? The book was written by famous writer in this
era. The book untitled Powerdown: Options and Actions for a Post-Carbon Worldis a single of several books
in which everyone read now. This book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this book
you will enter the new age that you ever know just before. The author explained their thought in the simple
way, thus all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this book. This book will give you a lot of
information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world with this book.

Robert Arnett:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping Powerdown: Options and
Actions for a Post-Carbon World that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by reading this book.
Reading routine all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world far better then how
they react in the direction of the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading addiction only for the
geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who
want to start reading as your good habit, it is possible to pick Powerdown: Options and Actions for a Post-
Carbon World become your personal starter.

Francine Nott:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you personally.
As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many



ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Powerdown: Options and Actions for a Post-Carbon World
can make you feel more interested to read.
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