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An exploration of the wild spirits that once roamed the lands and inhabited the waters and the pagan rites
used to gain their good will

• Explores medieval stories and folk traditions of brownies, fairies, giants, dragons, will-o’-the-wisps, and
demons

• Explains the specific rites performed to negotiate with the local spirits and ensure their permission before
building on new land

• Shows how these beliefs carried through to modern times, especially in architecture

Our pagan ancestors knew that every forest has brownies and fairies, every spring its lady, and every river
malevolent beings in its depths. They told tales of giants in the hills, dragons in the lakes, marshes swarming
with will-o’-the-wisps, and demons and wild folk in the mountains who enjoyed causing landslides,
avalanches, and floods. They both feared and respected these entities, knowing the importance of appeasing
them for safe travel and a prosperous homestead.

Exploring medieval stories, folk traditions, spiritual place names, and pagan rituals of home building and site
selection, Claude Lecouteux reveals the multitude of spirits and entities that once inhabited the land before
modern civilization repressed them into desert solitude, impenetrable forests, and inaccessible mountains. He
explains how, to our ancestors, enclosing a space was a sacred act. Specific rites had to be performed to
negotiate with the local spirits and ensure proper placement and protection of a new building. These land
spirits often became the household spirit, taking up residence in a new building in exchange for permission
to build on their territory. Lecouteux explores Arthurian legends, folk tales, and mythology for evidence of
the untamed spirits of the wilderness, such as giants, dragons, and demons, and examines the rites and
ceremonies used to gain their good will.

Lecouteux reveals how, despite outright Church suppression, belief in these spirits carried through to modern
times and was a primary influence on architecture, an influence still visible in today’s buildings. The author
also shows how our ancestors’ concern for respecting nature is increasingly relevant in today’s world.
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From reader reviews:

Mandi Rice:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some
of you maybe will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This Demons and Spirits
of the Land: Ancestral Lore and Practices is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world.
Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Laura Burnham:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically
book entitled Demons and Spirits of the Land: Ancestral Lore and Practices your mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely might be your mind
friends. Imaging each and every word written in a reserve then become one web form conclusion and
explanation that maybe you never get ahead of. The Demons and Spirits of the Land: Ancestral Lore and
Practices giving you an additional experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful
facts for your better life in this particular era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern here is your
body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a sport. Do you
want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Susan Peterson:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This Demons and Spirits of the
Land: Ancestral Lore and Practices is simple to bring you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train
and also soon. If you did not have much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It
is make you much easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. And so there are a
lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Douglas Gibson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also you
know that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this
Demons and Spirits of the Land: Ancestral Lore and Practices.
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